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l not tro: 11 the Reader 
BJ SW with 4 bong Fre face to a little 
bos, nor valle Tine in an af- 
KEIRA fected Apo toy for my Under 
albing, to Publiſh the enſuing Collections, 
but (bail only tell vou, i hat the e nom appear 
% Public, at the Reque ff and C harce of a 
"y_ pious Lady, mhoſe extenſive Charity 
the Souls and Bodies of her fellow-Crea- 


ares, appeared Friinent in bir Life; ſhe _ - .** 


vas called Home fo her Father's Houle to 
jecetve a full Reward, before thefe Collecti- 
aus came out of the Preſs; but not withſt ana 
ig that, took care for the Publication f 
chem; 2 thought they world be uſeful 
44d pre d 2 t C0 mfor Hg of 4 Feeble 
Mina, and for the ſatisf Jing of 4 D ftreſſ< 
T Soul, in that weighty and moſt neceſſa- 
1 of Conſcience, concerning the cer. 
19 of Satvation ; they direct indeed to 
He Ve of Faith, which is a Sh 97 to quench | 
1 the fiery Darts of the Devil, they diſ- 


ge r the Slights of Satan, 4 gi - a ll 
ll Anſwer to them: Some weat, C, Tel 
an 5 have reteivꝰd much Comfort "i 5 7 1 
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of the written Copy, which encouraped the 
Publication, and made the pious Soul a. 

bove mention'd, long till they came forth u. 
j — prblick view; if any Chriſtian on Earth 
ball receive Benefit by them, 1 dgubt not 
but it will add to her Glory in Heaven an- 


be fc far ſhort of what ſhe juſtly defer, 


happin'ſs to know her, I conclade, Reader, 
beſecching Almighty God, that theſe Col. 


i leitions may be of Dſe for the edifying of 


hee in th hotly Faith, and for the keeping of 
100 . 5 ' CD 


j thy Life comfortable, and thy Death Joyons' 
1 and if thou-receiveſt any Benefit by them, 
4o not forget to give God the Glory, an 
Ty, remembcr me at the I hrone of Grace, 
Feren ell. 


M. B. 


„ Eftabliſbing of their Hearts by the reading 


thee in the Love of God, which will mals 


MEDITATION 


1 in Earth: Her own exalted Spirit is at. 
| ready become it's ewn Herauld, beyond the 
| loudeſt Encomium my weak Pen can give Fe 
and to ſay any thing in her Praiſe, moul- 


| | that it would bat darken that bright (CA. f 
rater. ſhe might have, from all that has the 
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MEDITATION 


BY WAY OF. 
Conference, 


atters as may be available to 


Comfort and Strengthen the 


WEAK in FAITH. 
Oneſtion, 


hinz s they are greatif 
| blelicd of God that are 


V fully ollured and cer». 
rain of the! ty Salvation: | think, if 1 had 
uch an Allurance, it would make me 
comfortavie in all Eſtates, and willing to 
rye and honour God with all m) Power 
ind Might. 
Arſw, Indeed an Aſſurance of Salvation 
would make his Heart joyful, who knew 
what a Bleſled Thing Salvation is, and it. 
would inflame him, in 8 meaſure, to a 
Zeal of hononring God : But is there any 


that hath a full Aſlurance of Salvation? 
but I hear ſome Ni 1 
Chriſtians ſay, they feel it in themſelve ; A 


weſt, T cannot tell, 


A 3 "Foe and . 
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and ſome Preachers teach, That we muſt 
have it, if we wilt be ſaved; but 1 muſt 
confeſs to you, That I could never yet 


attain to it by all that I could do; bur | 


Honour that Gift of God fo much, that ! 
think them happy that have it. 


An. Thoſe Chriſtians that ſay they have 
a full Aſſurance, may greatly be ſuſpected 
to ſpeak what they know not; and thoſe 
Preachers that teach, That Men muſt not 


look for Salvation without a full Aſſu- 


rance, while they ſeek to move and ſtir up 
Men to ſeck after it, do greatly diſcou- 
rage and trouble weak Chriſtians. 

Q. Say you fo; Why, is it not certain 
that none can be ſaved in the Life to 
come, but juch aghavye à full Aſſurance of 
it here? 2 

A. I will not ſpeak of the Apoſtles who 
had ſuch a Meaſure of the Spirit; can 
there be a ful! Aſſurance without a full. 
and perfed Faith, perfect in this Life? 

_ &, 1 cannot think that any Man hath 
any Grace in Perfection in this Life, Per- 


- tection is only in the Life to come; but 
What other Reaſon is there to prove the 


ſame Point? 1 
A. Thoſe that be Renewed; they be 


not ſ61enewed here, as that any one Cor - 


ruption is perfectly rooted out of them, 
there is ſome Root of Unbelief and 0 
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© Fears oft-times, whereby their Faith is 


countred withal : F 


£2 Salvation is neceſſary in every one that 
can be ſaved ? 


Aſſurance of Salvation, and another to 


rence between Faith and a perfect Faith, 
= 5Sccondly,l ſay, That Aflurauce is the Com- 
5 ere or Fruit of a ſtrong Faith, yea, of 
tbe higheſt Degree of Faith that can be at- 
We, in this Life,but a weak Faith cannot 
reach unto this Aſſurance, | 
| ©, Why then is it any Faith at all ? 


| weak Faith hath not every thing that the 
ſtrong hath; the Man that hath a little 


Faith, may have ſome meaſure of berſua- 
ion, That God is reconciled to him, cho 
he be not aſſuredly perſuaded thereof, 
which is the higheſt Degree of perſwaſion. 


O. Why then ſhould Faith be called 
an Aſſurance ? 


A. They that ſo call it, do hold a 
be Degrees in Aſſurance; there may be. a ⁵ 
reſolute Aſſurance that ſtrongly * A 


truſt ſtill ſticking in their Hearts, and from ä 
theſe ſprout ont many Doubtings and 


aſſaolted: Now is there a full Aſſurance 8 1 
where Doubts and Fears muſt be en- | 


©, But is it not true, that Aſſurance of 


A. Firſt, It is one thing to have an 


5 have a full Aſſurance as there is a Diffe- 


A, Doth not the Scripture make men- 
tion of a ſtrong Faith and a weak Faith; the 


* +, 


1 , _ e not the i 01 God, in diſgractng 


OS » * 


back: all Doubts 15 Fears, 400 an Aſli- 
rauce in leſſer meaſure, which hath fonic- 
what to do to maintain it ſelf, and to 
hold its 0W7o agal inst Fears or Doubts 
Oitentim es 

Q. lea nnot tell how you dif bingulſh it, 
but Tam ſure 1 find but little Aſſurance. 

A. It Pay be YOU do 8 always! feel and 
perceive Jour Aſſurance; but Faith and 
feeling do not 80 a! Ways toge her 

O. Nay, to deat plainiy with you, 1 ne- 
ver felt an Aſſurance of Salvation in my 
Hife? 

A. What will you conclude thereo!, that 
you have no Faith at all? 

2 I cannot but fear ſo much, ſecing 
Faith is called Ailtrance ? 
A. They that ſo call it, ſpeak of the 
ripeneſs of Faith, and not of the weak be- 

ginning thereof; which yet the Scripture 
calleth Faith; had not the Dill Ines of 

Chriſt Faith? and yet they had ſcarce Aſ- 
ſurance in any thing, much leis of their 
Salvation. 

E. Well, 1 would [ could find any 3 
ſure of Faith; but alas! I dare not ſay 
that I have a true Faith? 

A. It may be you are too ſevere a Judge 
and Cenſurer of your ſelf, and of that 
which it in you, to think that nothing 
which is not greatz but take heed you 
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CY > 
bis Work in you, by calling it nothing, 
when it is ſomething, though not ſo much 
as you would it were. 
= 2. Alas! How can Ithink that I have 
Faith when | feel ſo much doubting and 


A. Your feeling of Doubtings and Fears, 
a Token that yon have jome Faith; for 
ee that hath no Life in him, caunot feel 
W the want of it. 15 : 
= 2. Well, I would think my ſelf happy 
& i! had, as you ſay, ſome Faith? _ 

T A, Can you deny, but that you believe 


zs come as a Saviour into the World, even 
& to fave Singers: Do you not believe aſ- 

| furedly, That your Sins are Pardonable; 
and that they that earneſtly ſcek Pardon 
at God's Hands, through Chriſt, ſhall ob» 


4 2 OS” 
1 rain it? 4 
5 O. I believe all theſe Points: But the 


ais own Sins; now there | ſtick, and if 1 
could once get palt that Bog, 1 were fate, 
were a happy Creature? 


ſtays you from Deſpair ; is it not firſt rhis? 
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uncertainty? ag 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as that Chriſt 


A. And do you make no Application of 4 
:heſe general Points; think you what then 


That you believe aſſuredly, redily, that the 
Satisfaction which Chriſt hath made for 
Sinners, is ſufficient to diſcharge for your 
Sins, and to ſet you free from the Con- 

5 | demnation ” 
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true Reliever muſt believe the Pardon of f 
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back all Doubts and Fears, and an Allu- 
race in leſſer meaſure, which hath fomc- 
what to do to maintain it ſelf, and to 
hold its cn againſt Fears or Doubts 
Oitentimess 
Q. } cannot tell how you di Mouth it, 

but Tam ſure 1 find buc little Aſſurance. 

A. It may be you do not als Ways: fee] and 
perceive Jour A fl rance but Faith and 
feeling do not go always en 

Q. Nay, to deal plainly with you, 1 ne- 
ver felt an Aſturance of Salvation in my 
life? N 

A. What will you conclude theregf, that 
you have no Faith at alls? 


©, I cannot but fear ſo much, ſecing Ml 


Faith is called Ailtrance ? 

A. They that ſo call it, ſpeak of the 
ripeneſs of Faith, aud not of the weak be- 
ginning thereof; which yet the Scripturc 


calleth Faith; had not he Dit. inſes of 


Chriſt Fa aith? and yet they had ſcarce Aſ- 
ſurance in any thing, much leis of their 
Salvation. 

Q. Well, I would! could find any mea- 
ſure of Faith; but alas * I dare not {ay 
that 1 have a true Faith 

A. It may be you are too ſevere a judge 
and Cenſurer of your ſelf, and of that 
which is in you, to tbink that nothing 
which is not great; but take heed you 
weg not the Spirit 01 God, in diſgracing 
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(9) 1 
his Work in you, by calling it nothiag, 
when it is ſomething, though not fo much 
as you would it were. 1 of 
s 2. Alas! How can Ithiak that I have 
Faith when | feel ſo much doubting and 
W uncertainty ? | | 


A. Your feeling of Doubtings and Fears, 


4 G CER | 
10 A 3 a 5 f 1 1 f, 1 
a Token that you have iome Faith; for 
1 * & 25 2 * L 


ec that hath no Life in him, cangot feel 
2 the want of it. OT | 
= 2. Well, I would think my ſelf happy 
it 1 had, as you ſay, ſome Faith? == 
A. Can you deny, but that you beliere 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as that Chriſt "Ti 
W is come as a Saviour into the World, even | 
to fave Sinners: Do yon not believe a- 
faredly, That your Sins are Pardonable,  Þ 
and that they that earneſtly ſeek Pardon 
at God's Hands, through Chriſt, ſhall ob» | 
tain it? ö 
Q. I believe all theſe Points: But the . , 
true Believer muſt believe the Pardon of 
nis own Sins; now there ! ſtick, and if I 
could once get paſt that Bog, 1 were fate, 
were a happy Creature? if 
A. And do you make no Application of 
cheſe general Points ; think you what then 
{tays you from Deſpair z is it not firſt rhis? ü 
That you believe aſſuredly, redily, that the Mi 
Satisfaction which Chriſt hath made for . 
Sinners, is ſufficient to diſcharge fot your ⁶¹ 
Sins, and to ſet you free from the Cu- 
. 5 dem nation 
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| tag 10 5 
demnation of them: Secondly, That you h. 
verily per ſuaded, that God would be me: - 
ciful even unto you in Jeſus Chriſt, if yo. 
could turn from your Sins, and believe 7 
Chriſt's Death: And Thirdly, That you 
have ſome Truſt in the Lord, that he wi! 
not enter into [udgment with you fo 
Four everlaſting Condemnation, but wil. 
have Mercy upon you, and one day give 
you comfort in his Favour. _ 
2. I muſt needs confeſs, that all this 
do, and were it not for this, could no! 
be upheld and kept from Deſpair, but 
there muſt be a more confident Applica» 
tion of the Promiſes of the Goſpel to z 
Man's ſelf, or elſe how can he think he 
hath Faith? 45 

2 Still you. return to that, that you 
think there is no Faith without a . 
Aſſurance of Salvation; for what elle ! 
this eonfident and reſolute Application 
of the Promiſes which you ſpe: ak of Tak 
1 pray You, what Confidence had be tha: 
ſald, Ibellevt, Lord, belp mine Unbeli« 
Where we ſee that Belief and Uabelie 
be in one Heart; do not there- 
fore deny the Works ot the Spirit; tbat is 
that there i; ſome Faith in ys, becauſe 
vou feel. ſome Unbelief ſtill remaining 
For the old Adam and. his ſeveral. Parts 
ſhall never be n rooted our while 


0 5 


71119 


2. « Tberein! acknowledge my ſelf like 
tuat Man, in that he ſaid, help my Onbelief, 


*" but. | think ny felt hardly io forward as 

- {Wc ia the other part of his Speech; for 

' [dare not, as he did 83 before the 

8 orgs that I do believe? 

9 When he profeſſed that he did be- 

boy Þ re, he rather ihewed what he defired to 

„ oo than what qi did indeed: ; though l deny 

1Ag ; t, but upon hearing of Chriſt s gracious 

Words, if thou caaſt believe, all things 
90 * ere. poſts le 15 * 1 t/3; 76 bel: eve th * te began 

believe, but it was ſo weak a begin- 

ut WM... a 

2 ag, that he cryeth out of the VUabelief 
nich he felt ſtronger than his Belief; and 


be yet even that weak Belief found favour, 1 
obtained that he deſired. ans, 
| 2. That Faith of his was got a ani 
1 » Faith: 
. 4, True, it was but a belief of the Pows” 
5 and Ability of - Chriſt Lo heal bis Son 
We 1 jet even that Faith, tho! weak, obtained 
© Benefit which he ſought for: And could - 
0 e a miraculous Work by ſo weak 
a «Faith and do you fear to abtain res © 
lion of Sins (which Ghriſt came efpect- 
co procure and grant unto Men) Teens 
pu have a ſtronger Faith than he Had; 
lar he had ſome doubt of Chriſt's Power 
for the curing of his Son; whereas you 
are 4 en That the e ' 
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of his Death and Obedience is moſt gulli. 
ciently able to purchaſe a Pardon for al! 
your Sins. 

Q. Though he doubted of God's Power, 
he doubted not of his Willingneſs, but m 
Doubt is of his Willingneſs to pardon m 
Sins, and that is my want of Faith? 
A. He was not ſure of Chriſt's willing 
neſs only, he hoped by earneſt ſuit an 
intreaty, to draw him to be willing, ar 
have you not ſuch a Hope as that as we 
as he; but ſay that he had been aſſure. 
of Chriſt's williogneſs, yet doubting ©: M 
his Power; whether had a weaker Faiti,, 
he or you; he that doubted of his Power, 
; or you that make ſome doubt of his Will / 

#50. It ſeems then you would have me 
*. reſt? in Uncertainty touching Chriſt's Wi! 
| And content my ſelf with this Belief ©: 
his Power to fave me, and with a Hop: 
of his inn? 
. God forbid that I ſhould ſo Counſe! 
you; no, I condema the Doctrine of th 
Fapiſts, that teach, That it is preſump- 
tion to aſſure our ſelves of Salvation, ar 
- that no Man ſhall be aſſured that he can 
ed; for I hold chat this A ſſurance ma 
be had, and that it is no preſumption, bj: 
that every one ought to ſeek after it wit! 
all earneſtneſs. 
WL 1 have heard ſo by Preachers, and 
Fang 
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thought fo, but 7 5 never yet attain 
uato it? 
1 Ido not fs that every one hath it; 
'; Nays even of ſuch as think and lay that 
I they are aſlured God loves them, it may 
be ſome can render but a weak Reaſon of 
their Aſſurance; and, tor my own part, 
like better of ach, as finding their 
ant of aſſurauce, do plainly confeſs it, 
EB than of ſuch as are ſo bold in avouching 
weir aſſurance, except they be rare ones; 
E 255 he that findeth Weakneſs of Faith, ii a2 
8 Token he bath ſome Faith: Whereas ®\| 
4 he that boaſts of Aſſurance, it may be ir 
comes from ignorance of himſelf, and of 
the Nature Of Faith; and whereas you {ay 
you cannot attain unto it, 7 would knovy 
| your meaning more plaialy in that Point? 
2. Why, what need you doubt of my 
meaning ? 
A. Les, becaule your Words may be 
taken two ways, tor you may mean, That 1 
I 124 muſt not look for ſuch a Grace, as to 
be aſſured of your Salvation, as I know _ 
that ſome be of that Mind for their own 
Parts, that howſoever others may, yet 
they may not look to attain ſuch a Bleſ- 
: Or you may mean thus, That hi- 
therts by all the means you have uſed, you 
could not obtain this means of Faith, to be 
allured of your Salvation. 9 
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2. Though the Conſcience of mine ow : 
unworthineſs, makes me ſometimes think 
that former true, yet, indeed, I mean: 
this latter, That I cannot yet attain aſſur- 
ance of Salvation by any means | can uſe? 

A. And what means have you uſed ? 

Q. 1 have prayed often, and as earneſt- 
ly as 1 could, that God would give me to 
be ſetled in Faith, and aſſured of his Love. 

A. That is indeed a moſt ſpecical means, 


for Faith is God's Gift, both in the Be. 


ginning and ia the | increaſe of it; but hav: 
you joyned the Uſc of other means there- 


with: I ask this Queſtion, becauſe I know 


that God works by means; and therefoic 
we muſt not look, that he ſhould give vn 


Faith by extraordinary Unfpiration, tho 
Mes beg it never ſo earneſtly, but we mui! 
vi the means and crave bis Bleſſing upon 
them, and ſo look for the Graces whic!: 
we pray for. 


acknowledge that to be true; and, 


; for my own part? 7 have done, and do - 
__uſe'the means as well as 1 can, tho? (it | 
may be) not as 1 ſhould ;-for/ hear and 
80 God's Word, and that! is the Seed of 

: Flith. 


"A 1 pray you be not offended, if Task 


5 you a Queſtion : Do you bring hams the 
Word to your Heart, and apply it to 
pour ſelf, ſtriving to take Comfort by it! 


Ws... Why ak you that? 


- 


0 15) 
4. Becauſe I know ſome when they hear 
zay comfortable DoArine, they are ſo 
afraid leſt they ſhould flatter themſelves by 
£ beliovine; when as they have rather cauſe 
do fear, that they are ready to take ex- 
= ccption againſt themſclves, that they are 
not ſuch to whom the Doctrine belongs 
Doctrine of Humiliation, that may break a 
Y their Hearts, s fitter for them, fay they, M 
| _ thus, while they ſhun preturaing, they Ell 
hold off from true Belief, Ws. | 
# "WS: | mail conufeſs vato you, that I dare 4 
not apply unto my ſelf comfortable Doc- } 
W cringe, leſt 1 ſhould preſume ; Comfort, mc» | 
thinks, is for ſuck as can ſorrow for their . 
Zins, and do repent of them unfeignedly, , 1 
| which if I could ſee that / did, I Would 
| think then that / might be bold to apply W 
Comforts to my ſelf ? 1 
| 4A Now | begin to perceive the caſe | 
ind, o the weakneſs of your Faith, ( which 4 þ 
do] you account no Faith) hu dare not belreve 4 
. (it ill you fiad a greater work of Repentance, ö 
and in your ſelf; whether ſhould Repentance 
d of WW come from Faith, or Faith trom ane 


dance? „ 

Task g What a Queſtie ion 18 that! 1 think! they a 
e the ould go together! 1 = 
it £9 A. Nay, but tho? in time they go toges YA 
it! ther, yet, as ohe of them may be a means - RK 
0 draw on the other, the one may be ſaid 

be before the other, kor the Cauſe of a 4 
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Thing in order of Nature, is before the 
Thing it ſelf. 


Why then, if you will have me ſavy 
my Mind, I think that Repentance ſhould 
go firſt, to make way for a true Paith, #: 
the Needle for the Thread! A 

A. Doth not Sanctification come from; 
Juſtifcation, renewing from the Belief or 
the forgivencis0f Sin, the grace of a new | 
Creature from Chriſt, dwelling in ou 
Hearts by Faith, love of God from the 
Knowledge of God's Mercy in forgiviny 
Sin zit is aid, Luke J. a7, He to whom much 

#5 given, will love much, where forgivenc:s 
is made the cauſe of Lore. 

Q. I know not how to anſwer this; but 
let me object ſome what againſt it; Cori 
aich, Mat. 11. Come to me you that {abour 
and are heavy laden; how? with the Bur- 
then of your Sins: So that none but ſuch 
_ as feel their Sins a Burthen to them mus. 

come to him, and what 1 is this but Repen 
tance c 

A: Repentahce is one thing, and feeling 
Fo aburthen another: He feels fin a bur- 
then, that knowing himſelf a grievous Sin- 
ner, and what a Judgment, yea, Damnat:- 
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"he "© God hath threatncd againſt Sinners, i; 


hereat troubled with Fear, and grieve! 
to ſee his own Eſtate fo dangerous; ac* 
knowledging his Sia to be ſo great, that 
they wil APs bim down to Hell, if 5 be 

ail 


them; this is the Man that is called to 
come to Chriſt: But Repentance is a Work 
that followeth after our coming to Chriſt; 


vo 27 


A Repeutrüce >, yet l that have neither, how 
, T can | think Chriſt 


God hath wrought in you; you ſay you doo 70 
not labour under the Barthen of your ins, ( 
i v1t caa you deny, but you know your ſins | 
to be fo many and grievous, as if Gd 
| ould endet into Judgment With you, you Vi | 
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jaid to his Charge, and therefore def reth 
nothing ſo much as to be delivered from 


2 Well, admit there be ſuch a diffe- 
ence between feeling a Burthen and true 


calleth me, or will eaſe 
me? 
A. Still you debar the tnings which 


were REYET able to endure it: Do not you 
now, and acknowledge that you have de- 
terved God's heavy Curſe and dreadful 4 
Jentence ? Doth not the fear thereof mage 
you humble your ſelves, in confeſling f 
your fins ? Doth it not make you ſeek Mens" | 


ey and Compaſſion at che Hands of God 


thro? Chriſt ? Doth it not make you thirſt - 
alter Chriſt's Righteovutneſs,to reconeile 
jou unto God ? Would you not eſteem it 
a greater Mercy of God to have part in 
Chriſt, chan to have the greateſt Treaſure 0 
in the Wor d? and do you finÞthis Mind 
in you, and yet will ſay, that you do not 
labour un. Jer the Burthen of your Sins? 
On! but ! do not {0 Sorrow and 
, grieve 
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C 18 ) | 
grieve for offending God, asl know ſuck 
Sins as be in me, give me cauſe to do, and 
as ſome of God's Children have done? 

A. All God's Children come not to one 
meaſure, either of Sorrowor of Comfort : 
you are not wounded with ſuch Fear and 

Terror as ſome have been: But have you 
no work of Humiliation, becauſe you hav- 
it not in the loweſt degree. 

Seconaly, God doth not require that our 
Sorrow ſhould be ſo great as our Sins do 
deſerve, for that would overwhelm us. 

Tbirdly, Sorrowing for ſin, in regard we 
have diſhonoured God our Father, is 
Fruit of Faith, and doth not go before: 
but after it; let not that then hold you 
from coming to Chriſt, and believing in 

him, becauſe you cannot fo ſorrow for ſin 
in reſpeQ of God's Diſnonour as you 
ought 5 but firſt get Faith in Chriſt, and 
That will bring you to ſorrow for ſin, in re 
ſpect of your diſhonouring of God. 
But doth not the Scripture ſay cl: - 
Where: At what time foever a Sinner acts 
_ report. bim of his Sins, I wil put all bis wick 
. oaneſs out of my Remembrance, EZek. 18,21, 
22, and 27. There Kepentance is required 
before God will forgive, and therefore al! 
before be will zive Faith to believe for- 
oivenels? | pe” 
A. There is difference between a Man 
fr Converſion vato God, and his retur- 
"IT ning 
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ning after ſome fall into ſin: Indeed after 


= 0 of the Children of God fall into any 


ſiu, before they ſhall obtain forgiveneſs at 


8 God's Hand, they muſt repent: But at 
W our firſt Converſion, if upon the ſight of 
our fins, and the Danger, we fly to God's 
Mercy in Chrift, deſirous to receive Grace 
from him to mortify our ſius, as well as for- 
eiveneſs to remove the guiltineſs of our 


Conſciences, that is all that is required: 


0 For what (hall we think of the Eunuch and 
Lydia, and a number that were then con- 
verted to the Faith? Had they ſuch a deep 
© ſenſe of fin, ſuch a feeling of God's Dii- 
pleaſure, ſach Fear, ſuch Sorrow for lin 1 
as ſome others _ ? je 


2. What the 


we feel Sorrow, 
our offer'd to God. 
= Even this makes me think, 


A. No, this doth not argue that ou . 


10 Faith, but you hinder your ſelf from 
ftcRions, by weakning your: Faith, 


codly 


which 


ould kindle them in vou. 


Do you think 1 weakea my Faith ? 


alas. | delire to have it re 
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. is not Sorrow ſor. {a 16000 
; necdtul in Cath a as would come to Chriſt 2 
A, Tis well if we can ſorrow for f 

reſpe& of the Danger; and after we Have 
"cleved God's Mercy in Chrilt, then an 
in reſpect of the Diſho- ox 


- that 1 
bare no Faith, becauſe cannot feel for» 
row for the fin which 7 do daily commit! ? 


e 
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A. And yet you take the courſe to wea- 
ken it, as was ſaid before, by ſ:ying, When 
you hear matters of comfort, O the 
things are comfortable for ſuch as are fit 
for comfort, but for me, I ave more nec 
to be humb!l ed. 

Q. Why, what would . 0 have me to 
do? ſhou'd 1 apply Matters to my ſelf that. 
belong not unto me? 

A. Why ſhould you think ſo, feeinz 
when Chriſt was preach'd among ſach :: 
never heard of him before; none of ther: 

aid, this Mercy offered in Chriſt belong 
not to me, becauſe | am not caſt down 
nough: but they ſeeing themielves to . re 

155 need of a Saviour, a 1iC ai Mere! 

and Salvation offer'd in Chriſt, believes 


nim, and ſo came to take comfort in. 
1 the Hope of Salvation. 


A Let me hear then what courſe yon 
 wootd have me to take ? 

A. Do you ſec your grievous ſins and 
gulltineſs thereby? Do you ſee your rank 
Corrupt ions, and ſtrong diſordered Alle: 
ons, which brin ng forth bitter Fruit 3: 
Thought, Word aud Deed? Do you find 
your great weakncts, or rather want ot 
the” Graces of Spirit, and thereby gre! 
defect in good Duties; aud in the manner 
of performing them, you had the more 
need to haſten to Chrid 

2 That 1 think: For, excc pt be in 

Mercy 


(6219 8 
Mercy Wake away my ſin, by the Satisfacti- 


on which he hath made for ſin by his Suf* 
ö erings, my ſtate is fearful? 


A. That is indeed one ſpecial Reaſon 


E why you ſhould haſten anto Chriſt ,, but 
ou have great Cauſe alſo to make ſpeed 
to embrace Chriſt by Faich, in reſpect 
of your Corruptions, and your Wants. 


0. But they, they be they that keep me 
from going to him? 
A. As if a Lazar ſhould be kept from 


the Chyrurgion by confideration of his 
E manifold Sores, or the Beggar be kept 
trom the merciful Man, becauſe of his want 
of Food; and your Sins that dwell in you, 
called your Corruptions, can never be 
cured, but by the Power and Vertue 7 
8 {us Chriſt's death; for our Old Man muſt 
be Crvcify*d with him; our want of Grace 
| muſt be ſupplied by Chriſt Jeſus, for he 
hath received all fulneſs to give unto us. 


Q. 1 am ſo perſuaded verily, and 1 be- 


| {cech the Lord Jeſus to kill my C orrupti, 
ons and Evil, and to ſupply my Wants? £ 


4. You ſhall do well oftentimes ſo to 
pray, but you muſt learn another Point, 

. What is that 

A. If you would have the 10 jeſus 


kill your Corruptions, and fupply your 


Wants, you muſt be in bim, and he myſt. 
dwell in your Heatt- 
—. How mall that be? 1 


22 8 


4. You muſt get Faith to believe i: 
bim; for by Faith you are grafted into 
him, and he dwel!s in your Heart by Fait', 
Eph. 3. 17. and ſo liveth in you, Gal. u. 20. 

and you ſnall live not bodily, but Fun 
ty the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 

0. Before we go any further, re 
me the meaning of thoſe two Speeche: / 
F, What meadyou by living ane 

A. By living ſpiritvally, 1 mean * 
to live and walk-in the ſpirit, as Gal. 5. Ti 
That is, Goth to have the life of Grace, cal- 
led the new Liſe in 15, 2 and to do Action 5 
of that life: That! is, TO briag forth "GH 5 
holy Obedience unto God, 5 
Q. And what mean you when you ſay; 
we mult live this Life by Faith ?' - 

A. That by our Faith we draw thi 
Grace and Power, called the New Li, 
from Chriſt Jeſus, and daily increaſe in the 
ſame, and fo briag forth thé Actions 
this Life; that is, uew Obedience unte 
God 
. Now to retura to your ſormer mac 
ter, you would have me get Faith it 
Chriſt, before I ſet upon my en mo 
to: maſter them, waereas | thought t“ 
"AL mult. Hrſt forfake my uns, voJorg 1 mig þ 
meddle With Faith, or ley held of Chri!: 
heres)? # 

A. Lea Jonbs tleſs for Grace aud Strength 
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I ſubdue ſin, muſt come from Chriſt 
dwelling i $71 1s by Faith? 


n'2 WM ©. How then ſhall l come to have this 
„true Faith ſettled in my Heart? I told you 
2%. Whefore, that 1 uſed Prayer, with hearing 
4% Wand reading of God's Word, which are 
»y means to beget Faith; What elſe muſt I 
Are Ido? 

A4. As you hear or read the Word, 
VV WE mack thoſe thi ings eſpecially, which ſerve 
IO! 


to = breedin 8 and ftrengthning of Faith, 
23 ©. What chiugs hall J meet with in 
c Et leg and reading t the Word, it to vreed 
wn Fr | ſrenge! ea Pati 

&N g A. For memory lake they may be redu- 


Iced to 190 Heads, Promiſes and Encour- 


a Yi 1 agements | A 
E '0. What Promiſes mean you ? 
this # A. Not Dar ticular Þr omiſes ! tor Earthly 


Li Blelings 3 but the feveral Promiſes of 
{1 Grace through Chrilt. 


1s i ©. I pray you rehearſe me bone of 
Inte | LF them & 
A. Firſt, The Covenant of God; I will 


(0120 be thy God, ard. thi God of thy "Al and 
Ha what Benefits are in this Covenaut, arc 
ic laid open, Jer. 31. and 32, 38, 394 42, 
that repeated Heb. $. 10. 
112" £ But this Covenant was made with 
ritt the Jews ? 
A. Yea, before Chriſt; but ſince Chriſt's 
enpth Reſurtection, this. Covenant | is — ? 
and 


(24) 


and the Gentiles alſo which hear and eln 


brace the Goſpel, are taken into it Jan 4 
even you among the reſt, are within ti: 
compaſs of the Covenant, as God bath ſuf. 
_  Kciently witneſſed, in that you both? 
were born of Faithful Parents, and marked 
with the Seal of God's Covenant, which 
Baptiſm. I 

Q. But you know that God makes 1191 7 
His Covenant with all that hear the CO 
pel, but only with Believers ? 

A. They be Believers only with who 
the Covenant is actually made, but it if 
offered unto all by the Goſpel z yea, a: 0 5 
ſuch as be born of Faithful Parents, aud 
Baptized; the Covenant is indetd on Gas! : 
part made with them, and if they have noi 
benefit by it, is th ere own fault, that the 
ds not lay hold on God's Coven ant, > ui 
Jooſe their part iu it, for want of require 
ing it: But you that deſire unfei: guedly 8 
have your part in it, doubt it not, but G d 
hath made this Covenant with you : : Bc 
lieve it, and ſo the Covenant is made of 
both ſides, for all was done on God's part 
at your Baptiſm: This matter well why 
ed, would help to ſettle you very much 
2. What other Promiſes be there ? 

A. That in the third of St. John's Gos. 
pel Verſe 14, 15, 16, That a; Moſes l/ 
1 the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, ſo muſt Cri 

es vj, John UP 145 17 That whe 


ev 


* / 25 * 


„ Helieves in Him ſvall no: Periſn, but 
54 eternal L fe. 
2. May that be counted a promiſe:? 
AJ. When God bid Aos/es lift up the Ser- 
vent for the People to look on, and be heal- 
N ed; Was there not here a Promiſe of being 
tcaled, implyed in this Commandment 
to all that wovld look towards it; ſo is it 
ahn Cale of God's lifting up of Chriſt. 
(2. But here is Believing required +; now 
if 1 Aid believe, I doubt not bat l ic uld 
be ſaved; but now the Queſtion is, how, 
: ; brigg. 2 diftruſtful Heart to belies, 
| and not what a Believer ſhall obtain? 
A2. But you mult mark, that the large- 
0 es of the Promiſe, ferveth not only to 
enuß ure all Believers of Salvation by Chriſt, 
to encourage all that hear of Chriſt to 
„ 08 den in Him ; for as the Brazen Serpent 
quir- nada Promiſe annexed to it, That all that 
% led roward it, when they w 7. ſtung with 4 
Go Serpent, ſrould be hcaled, That Promiſe 


De- feryed not only to aſſure the lcokers of 
le ol Kecovery, but alſo to encour age and ware 
par rant every one to look to the Serpent. So Wil 
reign doth the lifting up of Chriſt, by, the 
muck preaching of the Word, and the Promiſe 1 


joyaed thereto, ſerve as well to encourage 
14 warrant Men to believe, as to ailure 
the Believers of Salvation. 


Cb Q. 1 know not what to ſay againſt this} 
who but let me hear ſome other Promiſes? 


G 4: 


from God, That we believe in the Name of 
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A. Chriſt ſaith, Come unte me all vun 


that are laden, and I will eaſe you ; where He 
hath made an expreſs Promiſe, to eaſe all 
comers, This Promiſe ſerveth to the like 
uſe that the former doth, Fehn 6, 37 A, 
that is, Nhoſoe ver cometh to me, I rejedt him 
not; there He makes a plain Promiſe to 


receive all that come to him unfeignedly 
and earneſtly ; and Chriſt receiving of 


them is to make them Partakers of his Be + 


niſits co Salvation. 

©: Theſe Promiſes are clear and direct 
come no to the ſecond thing, Which you 
would have me to mark in the Scripture: 

A. There be divers Incouragements t: 
hearten a Man on to beliere. 

Firſt Enrourarement to believe, 

Firjt, That the Scripture ſaith, That i: 
a Werk of God; that is, aWorkwhich GG 
requires at our Hands, to believe uu Str We 
10 that is a work ot Satan, or of the Fletn, | 
not co believe. And mall we fulfill theW1i!! 
of Satan, or ofthe Fleſn, rather than the 
Will of God. . 

be Sccond lacouragement to belisve. : 

Second, It is fait to be a Commanernent. 


IF N 4 82 
e 8 3 


His Son, 1 John, 3 23. Can we break 
this Commandment without fin? Why 
then will we rather Sin than obey God? 
I)hbe Third Incouragement to believe, 

® Thirdly, He beſeecheth us by his 23 
{tes 
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ſters to be reconciled unto Himſelf, and 

eing that cannot be done, but by Faith, 
cherry he allures us to believe. 


g. de there yet any other Encourage” 
meuts? 


3 The Fourtb Enc g's at to believe. 


A. Fourthly, Yea, Saint Paul ſaith, That 
Chr iſt came into the World to ſave Sinners; if 
you then be a Sinner, you may be perſwa» 
gded, that He came to fave yOu. 


4 But, is it not (aid, he came to ſave 


an Sinners, but Sinners? 


A. But in chat indefinite Speech; he 
cane to ſave Sinners, none is excepted, but! if 
is free for every one to ſeek Salvation by 
; Him, and no Man's finfulneſs need hold him 
uack from ſeeking Salvation by Chriſt, ſee- 
ing Chriſt, came for Sinners, and nouneeiſe, 
 fark2. 17 . Icame not to call the Righicous, &c. 
9 2. What other helps have we to fur- 
= ther us to believe ? 
[ The Fiſth Encouragement to believe, 
: A. Abother Incouragement, i is, Chriſt's 
8 Commandment, Come to Me; \ 
ed to be afraid, that hath Warrant from 
5 Chi it's own Commandment to come? 
WW hat further MALFET is there to 

e us to believe! 

The Sixth Encouragement to believe, 

A. The Confideration of Chriſt, while he 
as here on Earth; how He nevet Put back 
any that came to Him for bedily h Z}p,how. 

„ » Un- 


ho ſhall 


7 eee 


3 —ů— 


of Canaan, when by her importvait; i 


e 

unworthy ſoever they were by their 8 
io that they had but the leaſt meaſure 
Faith in His Power 3 that is, That he with 
able to kelp them : Yea, He ſhewed mercYtil! 


on many that came not to Him themfſelv cou 
but others Moved him for hem; nay, Here 
helped ſoch as were ſo polleſſed of the Dev hu. 
that their ewn Tongues ſpake agai:Fand 
their own god, being miſguided by Sate 

9. What conſtrue you of this ? Ch 


A, That Chriſt did this, aot ſo muck the, 
relieve Men's Bodies, as to ſhew and alete 
Men what He came to do for their So 
if they would put themſelves into H 
Hands. His Calling, and the end of t:: 
Coming, was to be the Phyſician of Men 
Souls, not Bodies; He dealt with Mentos 
Bodies, to approve His DoQrine, toucliþ:c 
ing the ſaving of Men's Souls by HisDcat! 
and to encourage them to ſeek Salvatiof i 
by Him; and as it was free to ſeek ben 


by Him, and they that ſought, found it, {Yi!! 


may all that ſeek, find Salvation by = 
L. To the Woman of Canaan, Hei. 


Matth. 11. 24, He was not ſent, but te ß 
It ſheep of the Foufe of Iſracl. Ait 


A. Yet after His Reſurrection, Mat 20 
19. Fe ſent his Diſciples to all Nations, | 
preach Redemption by bim to all that mon 
believe in him; and even that poor Worn: 


ſhe pre 


intreating, ſhe mewed her Faith, 
valle 


( 29 ) | 
i fivailed with Him, and why? That in her 
e off ie might Live, a taſte of the ſtretching of 
vw: fthe Beaifit of His Death, even to he Gen- 
rcltiless And when he yields unto her Ree 
lechdeſt, He commends her Faith fer the 
11 greatneſs which appeared, no other ways, 
it by her importunity in ſees: ag Suscour 
ind Mercy at his Hinds: Ang where Mon 
tanbiy bim daily with their Prayers, there 
Chriſt will ee 3 Freat Faith to 
hie, and io the end will yield their Deſire, 
Lore hen He, hath tryed cbeirFeiththrougbly 


211 £, Is there yet any other Encourages 
= Bent for poor Sinners to believe? 
N Tie feventh Enco ur agem: nt to believe, 


len. Yea, the Conſideration ojGod's graci- 
{coÞus Nature, that He is fo Mercity! ſoGood 
ch 4 Deſirous to communicate Bi Goods 
calls to Men, and to make them happy, 
atiofien through His free Bovoty, without 
deny Merit of their? s; and that he doth not 
it, (Bilemble with vs, in offering Salvation by 
Iich Ae but dealeth plainly and truly with 
. that we may the better con ſider of His 
Ignite graciouſueſs It is good to Medi- 
ie upon theſe Scriptures here quoted, 
Nod. 3 4. 6. Pſal. ro. 3. throughout P/al. 


It 1 
e pre 
Valle 


ubrace and receive it, that ſo we might 
taſte 


6. 5. and 15; and from them to reaſon 
us, He that is ſo good and gracious, He 
010th not mean to delude us by offering. 
ercy in Chriſt, but would have us indeed 


„ 
taſte of His Goodneſs : Why hath Her. 
vealed His Good neſs ſo much? but that He 
might allure us unto Him, that fo we 
might fare the better for his Bounty? 
Q You have ſhewed many ſweet ]: 
couragements to move any to believe, by: 
wonderful is the backwardneſs of wn; 
Heart, and hardaeſs of Bellef: Lord 5: 
merciful to me, and incline my Heart ts : 
true Faith in Him, 

A. To further your ſelf herein, y. 
muſt out of theſe Promiſes and Encourar 
ments, gather and ſet down with your! 
khis certain Truth, That it is free for you 
to believe, even now as you are; Grd 
gives you Liberty to lay hold of his Promi 
ies, to apply them to your felf, and by 
the help of them to believe in His Son. 
2. Ho can | be perſwaded of that, 
ing a wretched Sinner, that has mayy Co: 
rvptions lodging in my Heart, and E. 
burſting out into my Life f . 
A. The Scripture faith, God juſtifier!: +: 
wit tt by Faith in Chriſt, therefore «©: 
ſuch as, for the preſent, find themſelves ve 
ked ones, they may make ſure account 0 
find Juſtification by Chriſt, it they fret! 
forth the Hand of Faith to lay hold of h. 
Q. But in that place of Exed. 2. 5 
which yon ſpake of before, God ſaith, Hz 
will not male the wicked Innecen', 
A. That place Excd. 34. is hot cont: 


4 


— 
— 


4 
a9 
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} 
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* 


7 


ry to the other, Rom. 4. for there he ſaith 
| He will not make the wicked Innocent; He 
me ens ſuch wicked ones as have no means 
te waſh away the guilt of their Zins, and 
lach as are not deſirous to come out of 
their Sins, bu” as they have been, ſo they 


mean to remain wicked ſtill; but in the 


| ath. to the Row ins he ſpeaketh of ſuch 
K cked ones, as being wicked in theme 


ſelves, fly out of themſelves and ſeek to 
hi 1 by Faith, to be waſhed in fis Blood 
m the guilt ineſs of Sin; and being 
Wear y of the Bo ndage of Sin, do defire 


2 
ht 
$; 
{1 


N and purpoſe to forſake their Sins, that - 


they may fo do; they betake themſelves 


to jeſus Cl Chriit, 81 is SC rvice, that from Him 


they may reccive not only Inſtruction, 
That to avoid, but Grace and Power to 
overcome their Corruption and Sins, and 
to live unto God, in whom they come to 
put their truſt through Chriſt, 


E hen 1 am reſolved of this, That God 


is well pleaſed that I ſhould believe, and 
taat he will not count it Boldneſs and Pre- 
tamption in me to do fo indeed, what elſe 


may 1 do to further my attaining of 


Faith? 


A Upon the Conf deration of the Liber- 


ty ofter'd, ſtrive and labour to apply the 
Promiſes, and from the ground of them 


to raiſe vp à comfortable Conclufioa to 


Hath . 


your ſelk, Thus, 


> a 
— — 


2 


8 


OE f 
Hath God taken me into Covenant g 
given me two Warrants thereof, F1 } | 
hat I was born of faithful Parents, w: 1M 7: 
whom God had Covenaiited afrer tn: MC 
fort; i ve thy God, and the God of 199 K 
Gen. 5 - Gat 3. 16. F \ 


. That 1 had the Seal of & Fe | ( 
Tovenant, Baptiſm, thront His gracion; W : 
3 given me in His Chur 
ath He thus teſtil ied, That on His par 
Covenant it made; why then ſhovid j 
bs mine own Foe, to loſe the Benefit of it 
for want of believing. 

Secondly, Reaſon thus, Hath God for © * 
Chriſt with this free grant, according as | 
did the Brazen Serpent in the Wildernef: 
that whoſoever would believe in kling 1 
ſhould not periſh, but have Life; why ſhout: 
not I that am now deadly ſtung b) thi: 
Old Serpent, Satan, and am ſwolu with th- 
Poiſoa of Sin, fo as there is no way wit! 
me, but Death, except I hand a Remedy 
why ! I ſay, ſhould not 1 look to this true 
Brazen Serpent Jeſus Chriſt, that I may be 
healed by Him? Why ſhould I make m 
ſelf guilty of my own Death, by not loo K. 
ing at Him by Faith, as they in the Wil- 
derneſs did, that being ſtung, would not 
look at the Brazen Serpent, as they might 
have done and been ſaved ? 

Thirdly,» Thus alſo urge Jour own 
Heart; doth not Chriſt bid 4 that ho | 
the 


TO 


burden of their Sins will preſs them dewn 9 
„ Hell, come wits Hlim? doth not God ſay; 1 
bs @ work pleaſing to Him, yea, it is his lf!) 
LE Commandment, twat we believe in His Sen: 10 
: Wu then do | doubt whether I may or 19 
ao? Should 1 doubt whether I may obey 0 
od, or no? Do I ſo in any other Com- Wt 
0; WM nandment of His? why, God had rather 160 
_ i {ho uid obey him in this Commandment Will | 
Fe 2 tl an in an other? He threatens Venge- "41H 
ies againſt All chat will not know God in 1 
nE mercifulneſs, and obey the Goſpel, Wl 
I ered, God knows that thy obeying Wl 
>» cons in this Commandment of believing, my 
ne would be more to his Glory, than thyOde- 1 
20 ans to any other Commandment, and 1 
in thatit would be the forcible means to draw 1 
e thee on to obey Him in other Command- 1 
hat ments, and therefore He would have thee | 11 
„ 0 begin thy Obedience here; but thou 14 
it. »ouldeſt begin thy Obedience at theCom- 10 
}* I iandments of the Law, that thou might= i | 
us WW eſt be bold to obey ia this Command- 1 
be meat of the Goſpel; this is to begin at the 1 
ny wrong end, and to delire to have a Branch 118 
k- ind Fruit on it, before yon have a Root. Il 
l- i Think thus, God f uſt ſieth the 
OT wir e d, Rom.4. namely, ſuch aswould feign' 
Kt WANs out, both of the Guilt and Bondage 
their Wickedn eſs;Can you in truth deny, 
vn tink your. do unteignedly defire to . ade 
a? out of your Sins ⸗ 


2 


* r 


A. What then? if you have a true De.“ 


if you Pray and uſe the means; think: 


thy ſelf te ws ? but to this end, to alure tv. 11 
| 7 5 


thou diaſt ſprak giorieuſly of thy grac ion 


turn away any that ſought to thee for 


a” (34 ) 
2. have not ſo ſtronga Deſire that 
as I ſhould? 
ſire,po to God in that truth of your Hci _ 
and aſſure your ſelf he will not fail tr 4 
His part, He will waſh you in the B 
of His Son, and cleanſe you by His S 


O Tord thou haſt ſhewed thy gracious Mair, 
voth by thy Word and Dealing, how me 
thau art, and deffrous that we ſhould liber 


taſte of thy e Why haſt thow fo revon's 


to ther, to put eur truſt in thy Mercy, 
let me not difhonour thee by Unbelief ;, a. 


and yet wouldeſt not hat Man to bold to 1 alt 
comfort in thy Mercy. Lord! let me n 
ſuſpelt any unwillingneſs in thee, that Ae 
ſhould believe hy Mercy and Faveur turned ' 
wards them, through Chriſt, Lord! I an 
content to tale upon me, the ſhame of great!| 
unworthin:ſs., I deſire to give unte the- 
Glory of thy Truth and Mercy, by belic aims 
promiſea Mercy in Chriſt; I do believe 1 Erd! 
help my unbelief, Lord Feſus, no never d. 


of 


who hac but a ſpark of Faith in thy Power, 4s 
did Pray (the? but wntewardly fer thy g. 
nef: to help them: O why ſhiald I fear 1411 
wit den me in my ta neſt it unto t 
wbertas the granting of wy ſuifTs mere aer 

„ 4b 


(35) 


eth Calling, and to the end of thy com- 
4, chan the granting of their requeſts who 
Le ſor bodily Health: Lord! I believe thou 
Wilk not turn me back for my unworthineſs, for 
I. thou fhouldeſi do As never thou didſt. 
„ Feſus, the Woman of Canaan's Fairn 
eps with thee, and lum did ſhe ſhew, that 
but by doubling and trebling her ſuit: Lord 
cue done, and do, and pill ſtill _ my 
itt unto thee, and wi thou rejett me as an 
Urbeliever, O Lora, ſome that came unte 
bee. found favour when they believed thy Pow- 
9 N were not certain of thy Will, 
Lord! I 40 velieve the Merit of ty Death. 
| | Obed; gritty 60. ve abun, dansly ſufficient _ 
de me; and it it not tue miſtruſt of thy Goode 
TIX but the Conſcience of my unworthineſs 
| 5 that wakes wy Faith weak, concernin 
T0 Te fave me. Lord! ſpeak i in my Con- 
| Vince! by thy Spirit, ant thou ſaidft tothe Le- 
* wa 8.1 will ; Be thou. leanſed i from 
' by 5 Sin; and if 'by rn ſpear thus in me, 
1 als o away cle | rom the Leproſy: And 
hen the Spirit of God (hall tir up in thy 
| arts ſuch a Tho! ug tg "ny laouldeſt thou 
believe the forgiyntls ofthy Sin, bein 
wr haſt to deal with a God ſo Merciful, 
h a Mediator ſolitind and Gracious,and 
wy hath bæen ſo dear aPrice paid to buy 
ce rom thy din? : Do not thou beat back 
but ſay, I dee to do ſo; 
e 2, P, "be! p me againſt Unodlief, for 
| ＋ 


ö 
| 


them that hunger after it f Hat 


1 1 


CPL, 


it ii thy work alont; do thy Office in me, mak: 


me ts do that which thou fbeweſt it is mec! |! 


ſuculd do. And if the thong ht of thy n 


Worthineſs ariſe in thy Mind, meet it with 


this, whoever believed that was wort! 
to believe: God knew my vawor- 
thineſs, and yet he bath offered me Mc: 
by the Goſpel, preached in my Eats, 0 
he ſtands not upon my unworthineſs, 
bigs me believe, though i be unWorthy (1 
find Mercy, yet he is worthy to be obe 
and to have the glory of his Merc; : | 
will go to him that ealleth me, and ge 
him the glory by believing his free cr 


cies toward me, which are the more vor. 


ful, by how my fin hath made me mor 
unworthy; and thus ſhall be verified that 
ſaying, Where Sin bath abounded there G ac 
abounds much more. | | 

Q. O, but what if truſting to this, 1 
my elf deceived in the end? 


A. There is no better Stay to truſ: 1, 


tO, than God's free Mercy, through Ch: if 
rich Merit: If I maſt be deceived, as poo 


and better this way then any other; 


but never fear, God will not, nor cal 


not deceive them that truſt: in him 


and Wait on his Mercy; this he knen, 
that laid, Ths' He hill me, yet will Itruſt i 
Him: Say thus, Should the God of Heart 
and Earth offer Mercy, and mit gran: 
he been ſour 


C393 


them that ſought Him not. and will He nor 
few Himſelf graciouſly to then: that do ſees 
him by earneſt Prayer and longing Defires * TW 

ww. os Where then werethe truth of C 
pete wel. his F. comſes ? Seek and ye ſhall 

find ; this do, then ſay, I wil 
| oft wy Soul up His gractons Promiſes, 
| if] periſh, I periſh for periſh I am jure I muſt, 
if this way will not faut; hut whoever periſn- 
ed that truſted in Him? even wicked Men 

by truſting in God, Five found Temporal 
[Beli erences, and ſhallnot ſuch as deſire to 
ear Him find Eternal deliverarce, if they 
ol truſt in Him? Even Men that have but a 
crop of goodneſs in them, will do much 
for ſuch as depend upon them; and ſhall 
ere got Gola Sex full of Mercy and Goodpels 


{nat full Ar Deſires, it WO rely upo His 
e dercy by Faith. When God then Affer⸗ 


ethMercy and Forgivneſs through His Son, 
ſtretch forth thy band of Faith, and ſay, 7 
| believer, Lord, help me ag ainſt Unbelief, Aud 
let this be your reſt; reaſon no further 
with the diſtruſt of your Heart, which Sa- 
tan ſharpeneth againſt you, bur ſtop the 
Mouth of jt, by caſting out the Motions 
that ſhall riſe in your Mind, againſt your 
111ml believing in Chriſt, aſſuring your ſelf, chat 
know tor you to believe, pleaſeth God; whereas .\iY85 
Wo waver and live in doubtfulneſs, gives , | Il 
He avec vantage to Satan many ways. 
ut [i £2. You have = emewbat, but ye 


methink; 
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weakning 5 but fot that, I hope we ſh211 


have another time. 
A. You ſaid 1 had not touched tha: 


which moſt touched you and is pour 


greateſt weakniog ; now, it it pleaſe you, 


let us come to that. 
2. Content; methinketh when 1 Joc! 


at the Promites ard Encouragements, | 


find {ome boldnels in me, toconceive 2000 
hope of Mercy; e fo l begin to fett!. 


zy felt in my Faith in Chriit ; but afte 
wards when l look at other things, | am 


drivenfrom my hold again? 


A. I demand two things of Jou, concern. 
ing your Speech; Fut, when you lay oth 


Things drive you from your hold, what c. 


ther things mean you? , 
. In few words 1 mean this; that t the 
work of a new Creature goeth no bette! 


forward in we? 


A. Say it did not go for ward as you de- 


fire,(houid that drive yon from your hole? 


2. Alas! 1 cannot tell how it can de 


other wiſe ? 


A. That I may the better direct you in 


this caſe,” | demaud, Secondiy, What mean 
you yy cheſe words, 4 am driven from my 


ncI1d ? 


them. 
A. 


methinks you here not docked that hic! 
toucheth me moſt, and is my greatei} 


L. May there | be # double 1 1 of 


— a 


By Ne th 3 BY PT ha, 
A. Yea, ſor you may mean, that you 
«re diſcouraged from believing ig Chriſt, 
bhecauſe you fee not Grace and Sogn h to 
grow in you; or you may mean thts, 
that you have not yer attained tothe true 
Faith in Chriſt, becauſe you had not the 
Fruits cta true Faith in you | 
Q. I mean this latter, for how can | 
reſt refolved that | have a true Faith, 
when | find not the effects of a true Faith 
in me? for do not the Scriptures teach, 
that where ere is ne Aepentance, there 
is no Forgivneſs at God's hand; and if 
the Scripture tell us there is no Forgive- 
zeſs, how ſhall I believe there is? Again, 
Loth not the Apoſtle ſay, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
That he that is in Chrift Is a new Creature; 
then he that is not a new Creature, he is 
not in Chriſt, and therefore not a true 
Believer. 7 5 Se 
A. The Scriptures indeed teach theſe 
things, but the renewing which you ſpeak 
of, is it any otherways than according to 
the meaſure of your Faith. 
Q. I think that the change is according 


to our Faith in Chriſt ? 


> A. When as you then have been Waver- 
ing in the Faith, and have much ſought 
againſt your own comfort, by ſaying ſtill 


(hen you have heard comfortable Doc» | | | 
.trige) O! this is not for me; it is no marvel, 118 
if the change ia you be but ſmall as you |] 


D2 lay, 


ſay, if you would find the change evide: 
and clear in you, labour to be ſtrength<:- 
ed in the Faith, that your Faith miniſtr p 
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. make yſe of it by ſtirring ic up day 


Work only by the ſtrength olGrace recein. 
by increaſg of Faith, that Grace ler eagtt. 


Elſe! it may be, their Faith was much bl. 


$9 


40) 


much comfort unto you, you pay. 7 Foc 
your Heart much enlarged toa Wil : 
Deſire to pleaſe God. 

1 68 But when 1 have by meditatin g 0 

he Promiſes, cheered up my Faith, tue 
forthe Pr cſent, | fee] a Defire to be fru 
ful io goodneſs; yet I ind in mea wonder 
ful Backy 1 unto that W hich is goct; 
yea, 1 ſtand at 'a. Ray, and cannot find 


prowingin Grace. 


A. You ſce in Nature when Herbs 2 
Frit ſet in the Ground, ſame do not nt 
af a great while after, only they keep life, 


| put, gro not 3 1o ſme that are pared ; 


tO Chill, do not, it may be, bring fort 


i Fr ait a good While. 


2 What may be the cauſe of that 


Link you? f 


A. It was long er'e they couid taks 


8 % I of Chrift by a- true Faith, and aftc: 


the had ſome meaſute of I, they did ne 


draw inc eaſe vs grace am ihr i, 10 
whom. Fey believed, but they went; 


ed, and did: 1 ſcek to ſtrengthen. Grac: 
ned; might briag forth Fruit in goodne! 


ſaultec, 


OE oe” 


hy "91111 LY ba — 
8 : W 
8 — and M0 


fin waa wy S woes 


5 ep 


7 % 


f1nlted;- and ſhiken by doubtfulneſs and 


fearz and” firs of tear be like unto a 


morniagFroſt in the Spring-time that nip- 


peth the Herbs newly ſet, that they all 


come forward but flowly. 


2. What infer you upon that which 
you have ſaid 7 , 
A, That though the work of a new 


Creature come lowly forward in you, as 


you ſay, yet you have no cauſe to Judge ſo 
hardy of your ſelf, that you have no Faith 
zt all, for your weakneſs of Faith, makes 
the newCreature weak In jou; as a young 
Infant, if it have the faculty of ſucking 
but very weak, no marvel if it briag forth 
the actions of life very weakly, and ſo as 
it may be, ſhall hardly be perceived, = 

Q. | cannot tell, all is ſo weak, or ra- 


ther ſo nothing in me, that 1 afiure you, 


when I examine my felf, as every one is 


taught often to do, I ſee cauſe to doubt of 


my Eſtate ? 


A. Vou are, I perceive, very ſubject to 


this, to judge or ſuſpect the worſt of your 
ſelf, bur the work of renewing it, may be, 
s greater ia you, than you diſcern of; for 
there be two parts of the work of a new 


Creature, one, dying unto Sin, the other 0 
quickeniag in the inner Man, to a Life of | 


Righteouſneſs; you, I doubt not, have a 
greater meaſure of both theſe than you 
think you have? „ 
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(A 
. Alas! What dying to Sin i; in me / 

no, no, my Corruptious be ſtrong in me, 
as gives me little comfort. 
5 A. ls there no dying to Sin by the Pov 

er of the Spirit, hen you reſtrain mas 
ſmall or ſecret Evils upon Con ſcience t1 
God, which you own, Nature oecaſio:s 

Carnal Wiſdom, or the Examples of 
thers would carry you to, if the fear of 
God did not reſtraia you. 
1. Our Nature would carry, us unt 
fretting againſt Croſſes, grieving to b 
held under; : ſtomach againſt ſuch as re- 
prave us out of God's Word, thinkiz; 
much tobe yaaked with the ſtrait Yoke ©: 
b | Chriſt 3 ready to give over Prayiag, Wen 
IN we obtain not what, or ig what mann! 
Sik and meaſure, or at what time we. delire ; 

:1ſo bitter Anger, and the Fruits thereof, 
ſwelling againſt others, grudging, cefir? 


Others ould be preferred before us, and 
170 ſhould come far behind them; raking 
ache! it in the abaſina g of others; desc 8 
a pining Deſire zo be great in the World, 

and thinking hardly of Go! 1's ſparing-deal- 

iag towards us. Theie and ſuch like, arif2 
| tro n the corruption of our Nature, and 
where theſe rezgi not, hath the Spirit at 
God had ng Power in ſuch ? ? 


1 occaſions move and urge them thereuato; 
BY 7 0 8 


1 if Revenge; likewiſe Eny y,Repiniity that 


2. Theyhat can w. thitand Exils when 


06 
13 When we might help our ſelves, by 
ſome bad courſes, or indiret means, and 
pinching Neceſſity urgeth us ſtrongly ſo to 
do; if we upon conſcience to God, with- 
[23d ſuch Occaſions, and break through i 
the Temprations,-is there no dying unto 
Sin in this? when we dare not ſpeak an 
Uatruth toavoid Blame, Loſs or Anger, or 
pbecauſe we would have no unkindgeſs ta- 
hen againſt us by your good Friend; or if 
e hive lipt a Word jaddenly, we after 
rieve for it, more than we ſhould do for 

| 1285 Lofsz cin we ſay that Sin reigns 
ſtill in us? | | 
3. When we do not fiſhion our ſelves 
> the manner ef the World, being Vain, 
xceiye, Stately, given to Pleaſure, 
peading our time 14 paſtime, idly paſſing 

"ay the Sabbath, ſh unatug ail | nuly ptac- 
ices, leſt we. ſnolngd be thought foolithly 
reciſe, or bear the Scbrns of choſe of our 
wa rank, all ſuch as do not beſsem our 
lace and degree, when we can be content 
arCo atempt and Mocks at the hands 
Nen, rather than fo much as to dif- 
emdle our holy Profelſlion, and go againſt 
= We 5 Rules thereof, for a time; Can we 
_ ; that there is no work of Orne in 


13 


e. 


0. Oh! but have ſome of ay old Cor | 
Jn hs pdons cleaving faſt unto me though * 
5 rough Hypocriſy [ {es the beſt lde outs 


Ward, 


1 | (44, » 

ward, which makes me fear, that th 
change of the new Creature is nor 
 wrovght in me? 
A. To this I have divers things to an. 
ſwer: z I, whence come you to perceive 
and feel your inwardCorruptions! is if : not 
from the cnlightuing of the Spirit of 
generation? whence comes your unfe 
ed miſlike of them, your accuſing and e 
demaing of your ſelf for them before Co; 
is this a Work of Nature or of Grace 
whence cometh it that you have a WII ay 
Deſire to ſhake off theſe Corruptinns? you 
Pray for Grace and Strength to caſt th: 
Ont, and you would count it a great FN ſa 
cy of God to feel them weakned is you; 
and when you &an by Prayer and ſtriving, 
prevail to put thera by, and hinder the 
workiag of them in yogz or if you can ct 
do ſo, it is jour grief fore God, and 
matter that bumbles you, and brings 70 
on your Knees, when your Conſci eace £31 
»witaeſs, that thus it is with you in truth: 
is there no dying unto Sin at all in you! 

Secondly, 1 ſay, do you think, that i 
thoſe who are Regenerate, all e 
ons be ſo mortified, and all Sin ſo a 
that they are wholly freed from Sin: 
Paul a Man as much mortified as ever a0 
meer Man upon the Earth, he ſheweth 
the contrary, Rom. 7. 19. and 2 Cor. 1 2. 27 
No, no, Old Adam * have Peace in ut 


4 


(45) | 
43 long as we live here. God doth not ut- 
terly aboliſh all Corruptions out of His 
moſt dear Saints in this Life; neither 


Wc oth He kill choſe Corruptions which Be 
„dsh mortify in them, all at a'clap, but 
"Wb; lictle and little. Fit, He gives them 
e- bee, that ſuch corruptions be Sins. 


co, To find them in themſelves by the 
1" Ml fruits of them. Tyirdiy, To diſcern of the 
ou! Mfoninefs of ſuch Corruptions, by the hurt 
cM hich they bring. Fourthly, To miſlike 
and them in themſelves, and to be grieved at 
woa them, that they ſhould have any place in 
their Hearts, or bring forth Fruit in their 
er- Hees. Fiſthly, They begin to dig at ſuch 
00; WEvii Roots by Meditation, by application 
of the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God, to cut them off; alſo by daily Pray- 
ers to God againſt them, by ſearching The 
Scirpture, to find ſome Refnedies againſt 
them, and by Asking Adviſe and Council 
of ſuch as be skilful in God's Word, con- 


Tak 
5 0 
10 4 
| 700 
cal 
uth! 
Von eichful, and craving; the help of their 
at Prayers, agaiilt ſuch Evil:; yea,it may be 
pr Wome Corruptions ſhall {tick ſo deeply in 
0, ar Nature, and be fo faſt rooced, and be 
: 5 toogh and ſtrong, that like that kind of 
r 20] WDivel, that Chriſt ſpeaks of; It will not be 
wel aſt out but by Faſting and Prayer, Mat. 17.2 
2.27 . God doth not you ſay, neicher purge 
+ BU 7 at all sia out of his Saints in this lite, 

5 | | nor 


i*{i1g their Corruptions to ſome that be 
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nor kill any one Corruption all at once,» 


us, to make us loathſome unto God, ite. 
mould not daily waſh us in the Blood 


us, ſubduing our Corruptions, and frain't 
watchful and careful to look to our fcly 


us in the Spiritual Battle, that we migt 


e 


by degrees, and after a loug time wit 
much wraſtling, and often failing; why 


may be the Reaſon of God's ſo dealing 
A. This, God doth thus diſpoſe - 
his heavenly Wiſdom, for very good c 
ſes. F>j#, To keep us humble, that (elif: 
liking might not grow upon us, which. 
-moſt od ious to God. Secondly, Jo mike oils 


cling and cleave faſt voto Jeſus Chriſ 
ſeeing itil] we have ſuch a deal of fta 


Chriſt. Thirdly, To bring us often ot oi 


Raves, and to make vs Suiters and eie 
tioners unto God, that of his Mercy. 


would more and more renew and cliany 
us to his liking, Fourthiy, To mac | 


to be kept Innocent. Fiſthly, To exerc 


approve our ſelyes in tbat Fight, anc . 
ceive a greater Crown of Glory : I che. 


were no Corruption left in us, there col 
be no ſuch Battle, no glory to Chriſt of 
Head, that miniſters Strength to ref 


though with much weakneſs through on 
own default. 2 8 . ot 

L. Though 1 have Corruptions in ! 
ſtill working, pet if I had the Graces We, 


the Spirit to encounter with them, I mig 
5 +: | 


* r rr 


1450 
e comfort; but 1 And ſuch want: of 
race, and ſuch grievous defect, as makes 
» ie often to think, that fare as yet God 
bach not caſt me in a neu Nould, nor 
ie me a new Creature ? 

A. Firſt, It is one Grace to ſec our Want 
\Grace, and to be grieved for the ſame. 
-wdly, To thirſt after Rightouſneſs and 
j12Ce, is a note of an happy Man, Mat. 5.55 
ce ord y, Your feeling and complaining of 
\rilWoor wants, ſews you are rid of the talſe 
reit that is in natural Men, of a ſuffi» 
ien of all good Virtue in themſelves; 
© a fore it is the Spirit of God, that purg- 
u 00h) out this Conceipt. Fourthly, your feel- 
eie of your wants, ſendeth you often to 


cyl 0d to pray for ſupply, and that bewrays 
12noMirue Delire of WICH | is 2 thing accept- 
in ble to God, 

e Lea, but 1 pray, but | obtain not, 
cle ich makes me fear, that God is not re- 
erciWociled unto me as his Child, neither doth 
nigiheeeve me? 

ang That is no Token thereof, for God 
cient withholds Grace from his deareſt 
couWhildren,to try what Love and Deſire they 
it; olive of ſuch Graces; alſo to prove their 
r £1Faith and Patience, whether they will 
n oofÞorinue in Prayer, though they obtain 


ot at the firſt. 
Q. I ſee that you feiga would comfort 
te, and I am afraid that if | embrace Com- 
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A. Beware of putting comfort from 50 
when God doth not put it from y, 
heavineſs and fear dulls a Man frog: 
good Duties, whereas comfortable 
makes cheerful and ready unto al! 
Duties. FTT 
Q Well, I will deal plainly, and iz © 
open unto you all my Fears; take heed v1; Il © 
that do not miniſter comfoit unto me... Ml 5 
fore I be it tor it, for in ſo doing, VOY iy 
ſhall but draw me to preſume without / 
grund, and that will Lull me in 8? 
rity, which brings as great and certen © 
danger as Deſpair, e | 
A. Becauſe you ſhall fee 1 will not Ce 
à bold Phyſician) go upon my own Heal MP 
alone, and in the confidence of my o! 
skill preſcribe, what other more experie - 
ced than I, would not adviſe, { will ende - 
vour, out of the Works of that moſt «ki!f,1 Ill © 
Phyſician M. D. to ſhew you what Cov. Ml © 
cil he giveth in your Caſe, as 1 do con: 
ccive it to be; and I will refer you to 
the places where you may read his dun 
Words more at large. 200 
Q. 1 like well of that; aud therefore | 
| will be the bolder 10 tell you what be m. 
Fears and Troubles; Frſt, This I fay, that 
I fear lam not truly and ſoundly convert» 
ed unto God, and this Fear of mine is nut 
cauſeleks ? e 


. — 
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A. Let me tell you then firit, what cau⸗ 
ss you have, to hope the contrary. and 
- WM then 1 will examine thoſe cauſes of fear 
which you ſpeak of. 

Firſt, Can you deny that yon are deſi- 
tous to Kno your Duty to God, and prin- 
civally thoſe Duties which moſt nearly 
concern your ſelf, and that to the end you 

might do the fame. Now here (ſaith 
he) is matter of great Conſolation for us; 
r Perety we may gather good eff uratce 

„ anto our omn Hearts, of the ſoundneſs of 
| 087 Repe) oY and 'Converſi n unt the 

Lord; this being here in the Text ſet 
edo en, as an infallible Note of thoſe, that 
* hive indeed turned from their evil ways, 
0 ſerve the Living God, that they learn 
do well ; fee this Point more at large, 
* * indled Page 77 of the Ten r 
l touching the Communion, In the end of 
NN "3 PO} nt Fas 4 7B. he Concludes tho, Howe 
ſoe ver ſuch Men and ſuch M. 1 thin, and 
al karaly of beet ves, and are ſtill he- 
ailing their manifold Imperſections and Fails 
5 i AA good Kxerciſe ; yer the Adin: 
fe 75 Of God find, that of all others, they are 
e wor thieſt Heavers and Pr aRicers, 
 Second!y, Can any body deny or doubt, 
bur God hath wrought this Grace in you, 
an Heart ready to ſhew Mercy to thoſe 
that be. in Miſery, and to be a means of 
emfort to thoſe that are in diſcomfort 


and 


. 
A 


Net ( 50 ) 
and grief of Heart: Aud this (ſaith he 
(Page 82. of the ſame Book) 5s an  axcep!- 
able ſervice to God, to comfort and relie ve hi, 


People, when they be in Miſery and Diſftre)-, 


This is a Work ſo pleaſing unto God, that 


be pronounceth him Happy and Bleſſed, 
that Conſidereth Wiſely, and Judge: 
chaiitably of the Poor and Needy, thous h 


They have no Ability to help them, nor ty 


direct and council them, yet it they can but 
prudently and mercifully conſider with 
themſelves, ſurely this Man, or this Wo- 
man, have carried themſelves {0 holii7, 
that this Stroke is not fall'n upon thei 
for Wickedneſs, nor for their Fooliihnei:, 
but for their good and comfort, as in tte 
end it will appear. This merciful Judg- 
ment and Cenſure, concerning thoſe the! 
have many ſtrange and heavy Croſſes las 
upon them, is a thing that God much 
gairdeth, aud rec -ompenceth all that arc 
affected towards his poor diſtreſied I 
vants; fee more of this Point in the fo: 
vamed Book, Page 83. 

Thiraly, Wil not your own Conſcienct: 
witneſs with you, that when you hay ve 
found your felt over-taken with any 5, 
you are ſtricken with a godly Sorrow 1 
it, and you are grieved and * 4 
in your Soul, for offending God, (0 a: 
you have no Grizflike that. Now mark 
what is faid o ſuch an one, Page . 

They 
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They that waſh themſelves by podly Sor- 
row, the Lord will waſh them from all 
their fins by the Blood of his Son, and 
what{oever Offences we repeit for, we 
ſhall be ſure to have 2 Fardon for them 
ſo that the queſtion is not what ourFaults 
have been, but what our Repentance is, if 
we be truly humbled on our part, it is all 
0 one with God, whether our Tranſgreſſi- 
2 WM enf have been more or leſs, greater or 
- Wl fnzller ; if we Repert truly, we ſhall be 


'; W perdoacd fully, be our fins what they can 
be, fecret or known. So that tho' we ſee 


Spots in our ſelves, yet God will ſee none; 
ic Wl nay when we fee ourDeformity moſt, God 
'- W will make it moſt clear unto us, that his 
Eyes arc quite turned away from the ſame. 
ce this Point very notably handled P 91, 
- W- 92, 93,0t the Book of his 19 Sermons. See 


0 Fourthly, Is it not thus with you ? that 


you do not only make Conſcience daily 


eto pray to God, and think it a fin not to 
i Wl pray, and had rather miis your Meals, 


daa miſs your times of Prayer ; but alſo 
r when you do pray, you make not your 
TT 


praying, a bare ſaying over of Words, 
but you pour out your earneſt Deſires un- 
to God; is not this a Sign of God's Holy 


allo, the 40 and 41 Pages, and of the fame 


and Hauctifying Spirit in you? It is (Laich 
Mkt. Dod, in his Bxpoſition of the Com- 


mandmeats, 
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mandments, Page 19. The Holy Gh, t 
makes us able to breath out cur Supplicat ic 


before the moſt Tligh, If we have the 511i: 


of Prayer, then it is evident, that i: 
Holy Ghoſt is ours, and he hath renew 


us; thus far Mr. Dod, if not to pray be 


note of a Man that is a ſtranger from&en4 ; 
than to Pray not in words alone, but in 
the Truth of our Hearts, is a true Ma: 


of one that is Born again the Child of. 


. I would be glad that theſe this 
which you bave ſaid to be in me, Wie 
ſoin me, as that 1 might be aſſured 15! 
they be the effecis of the ſanctifying Sita 


rit, and parts ef the new Creature in 


But let us. paſs. from theſe, and come 0 
the Cauſes of my Fear, that my Conve: i. 
on is not ſound? 7 

Firſt, This makes me fear it; that ! 4 
not leave my ſins, nor caſt Exils out of ny 
Heart and Life, as the regenerate do. 

A. To take away this cauſe or Fear, 
writeth Mr. Ded, Serm, 18. Page 90 
God accepteth at the penitent Perſon's Ha", 
the Will for the Deed : As jor the fulfilling e 
the Law ws alſolute Perfection, that Ciriji a. 
lone hath performed, he bath paid our Debt 
and taken away the Hand- writing again ſi i. 
Nom this only re maineth for us, That ws Ha 


a good Iuclination, and a willing Ain tt 
perform our Duty, and labour to the utagnof 0 


v 


our flrength jo to do; ſeeing and bemaii'" 


Q 


po 
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0 
r maniſold Imperfectious, Errors and fail“ 
ein every one of our Services, which if w 
0 Fg God will ve as well pl eaſed with us thro? 
„beloved Son, as if we had perfect y kept the 
„er. Sec What followeth in the ſame 
" Wl place, Page 27, 28, 29. 

D. Jam ſometimes over-taken with the 
| ontward Act of lin; what Converſion and 
A 6cpentance is this, when ! fall again into 
the ſame fin? for they that have their 
1888 rene wed, theit Words and Works 

will be reformed, and that not for a fit, 
but in the whole courſe of their carriage 
*terward. 

A. Though their walking before the 
mod? part in the way of Godlinefs, yet 
they may now and then meet with a rub, 
and ſtumble ſometime ;, bur _—_ they do 
Mil, they ſhall riſe again, becauſe the 
| Lord will put under his Hand. Serm, 10. 
fage 38. Line 14. GC 
* 2. Another cauſe of my Fear is, that [ 
„ laye fo many and great wants which I 
chink cannot be in any renewed? | 

A, But know, that Chriit works his 
Work of a new Creature not all at once 
but reſort daily unto Chriſt Jeſus, in the- 
daity and religions uſe of his Ordinances, 
and you ſhall have all your Wants ſopplys 
ed, be they never ſo great, in ſuch tiwe 
and meaſure as Chrilt ſeth needful for 
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( 54) 
£. A Fourth Cauſe which makes me 
miſs- doubt my Converſion is, that I per- 
form the Parts of God's Worſhip ſo we: 
A. Againſt this Cauſe of Fear, that i- 


comfortable Doctrine, which he r 


Serm. 10, Page 125. That fo lang as we 1: 
to Reep the Sadfance of God's Worſhip, tho we 
{ail in ſome Circumſtences thereof, he wil. 
Merci ſul unto us, See this Doctrine handle 
at large, in the Place before quoted. 

©. Another Fear that troubles me , 
that” { ſhall never hold out, but ſhall 
from my Repentance, and fall back to my 


_ fin, and fo from my Faith, they be 21 


Weak ! 

A. No, Seeing your daily Practice i; 
not to hide your fins, but to confeſs ther! 
unto God, and fo te take Shame to you; 
ielf; this is a Sovereign Prefervative 4- 
galnſt Relapſes, and falling back, for 
that hath once done his Penance before 
God's judgment- Seat, it will be ſuch 3 
Corrolive to his Heart, that he will hard 
fall into thoſe open and groſs ſins tY]7π. 
which he hath fincerely and heartily 2c 
knowledged once. See Page 2g. apa! 
this fear, oppoſe alſo that ſweet ſayicg 
Philip. 1. 6, In perſuaded of this, thas i; 
that heath begun in you this good Work, will - 
hold or perſect it, unto the day of Jeſus Chr: 5 
and that in Join, 13- 1, For ad Ui, 


(459 7 
edel his own, unto the end he loved them. 
And this fear you have of relapſing into 
fa, fo it be not fo joyned with diſtruſt in 
God's Mercy, will be even 2 holy means 
* keeping you from Relapſe, for it hath 
1 Promiſe of a Bleſſing : Prov. 28. 14. Bleſ- 

| fed i 5 be that feareth always. 

Q. Another cauſe of this fear of falling 
back, is this, that [find it fo hard a Work 
to Cleanſe this Heart, and to continue 
conitant in a frame? 

» A.. But thoſe that do in good earneſt 
ett upon this Work of cleanſing and Purg- 
ioę themſelves, God will aſſiſt them, and 
0 enable chem to go through with it. See 

germ. to. Page 94, 95. Where is {et down 
13 certain outward Helps and Me ans of 
| cieanſing, which muſt be uſed. 5 
. A third cauſe of this Fear, that 1 

all give over in the end, is this, . that L 
he have to many Croſſes, and peavy Burthens 
dre lying upon me, that I know not now to 
es under them, and to hold vp my Head? 
Jly A. Have you many Croſſes'? it is a great» 
er Sign that you are one of the Lord's, and 
ere cared for and nurtured by him; for the 
t ſtate of the People of God, is commonly a 
„e, poor and an afflicted {tate « It is the com- 
mon Caſe of them all to 5 full of Calami- 
ties and Diſtreſſes to enter iato life, and 
to be maile conformable to Chriſt their 
Read, in Afflictions and Sufferings; 17 
N | _ tals 
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E 
this the Lord in his Wiſe Providence, wi 
have to be fo, for theſe Reaſons. 

Firſt, That the Fleſh might be diſcoug. 
tenanced, and have no cauſe to rejoyc. 
before him. £ 5 
Socondly, That Men might embrace Re- 
ligion for it ſelf, and in Conſcience unto 
God, and not in any ovtward ReſpeA«; 
and Men might not ſeek Earthly Things 
Spiritual Exerciſes. 

Thirdly, That his Children might gro- 
into nearer Acquaintance with him, whs 
otherwiſe would he Strangers to their own 
Father. In their Afjiiftions they will ſeek me 
ailigently, Hoſ. 5. 1x5. 

Fourthly, He would have his often 
taſte of Adverſities, that io they mig 
learn to truſt in him, Zeph. 3. 12. Set! 
it is the common Condition of the Men. 
bers of Chriſt, let none from thence draw 
any hard Concluſions againſt themſelvecs, 
as that they are not regarded of God, Cc. 
It is the very bigh Way to Heaven, uh 
had been trodden by Chriſt and all 13 
Saints, to paſs throvgh many Troubles 2:4 
Grievances,manifold Straits and Extreir 
ries, and at length to attain unto cha! 
Reſt which is prepared in the Heavens. 

Q. Oh! but the Burdens be ſo heavy; 
that 1 cannot ſee how to eſcape, but 
muſt ſink under them? lam come into 
ſuch extremity, that there is no Hoge 

8 Cys; 
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yer to get out: I ſhall even pine away 
n\Woe and Miſery, and what a diſcourage- 

nent will that be from holding on in 4 
Chriſtian courſe? who can hold on bis 


curſe, that ſceth nothing but lern and 


matters of Stief on every ſide? 
Tas Yet caſt not away your truſt in God, 


wait upon him, that 2ither he will ſe: id | 


2UYErance,or a mitigation of Miſery, or 
. you ander it, and give a good Iſſue, 
. it is ealy to ſay, caſt not aw ay your 
Confidence. But what ſhould give a Man 
hopes of an End, or of releaſe, elne no 
means appears, but new Burdens are day- 
impoſed? 
A This may give you hopes, That ik 
God ſhould fend no Help, Eaſe and Com. 
tort to his Children ia "heir Affl tions, 


ne ſhould loſe the end of his corretting f 


them, dev. 12. 10. For he Corretts them 
0 malte them partakers of his Holineſs, But 
if he ſhould ſuffer them to pine away, and 
to eat up their Hearts with Grief, this 
would not make them more holy. but 
wore ſinfol; and therefore he faith, He 
ui ot let the Rod of the Wickes to lie always 
pan the Righteous, leſt he put forth his hand 
lo e, Plal. 125. 

Thirdly, Noting, That. if the Godly 
ould be too much afilicted, they could 


not hold in, but would turn aſide to ſinful 


courſes; but God will none of that, for 
Thea 


> thinking of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt,cb* 


(38 ) 
then he ſhould miſs of his intent. 80 {ns 
57. 16. He will not always chide, leſt thy 
Spirit fail before him. Shewing, that 1! he 
mould not moderate the Crofi Jes of ji 
Saints, they would faint and periſh uti cr. 
ly, and then he ſnould be the loſer. ee 
Dod, on the Commanedmens Page 21, 27 
and read more there to the Larne Pare 
poſe, 
©, There remaineth now only one Mat 

ter, which doth exceedingly brouvle u 
and grieve me above all the ref, 
makes me in ſnch a caſe, that Il can 0 
tell kad to think of my ſelf; anc tha; 


to my. Mind, thor they be 19 horrible; 1 tf W 
I even tremble at them, and yer they d 
ſo purſue me, that I carnot be ri! ui 
them; in Company they haunt me; 
when I ſet my ſelf to good a F E 
are ready to thruſt in themicives, and 10 
diſtract me; yea, whereas other __ of 
evil Thoughts be ſuch, as are repelicc. | 


ve ſtirred up and brought to mind by 
thinking of God, and of jeſus Chriſt 0 
doubtleſs they be ſo wicked and. abo 
nable, that Idare not make them know 
my deareſt Friends: I Pray againſt the 
wirt all my Soul, but 1 cannot be tree 
from them, w hich | is to me a moſt bi tel 
Wut z and I cannot tell what moy be be 

&\ $4 
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above all that ever | had; © Lord, deliver 
me from this Miſery; yea, | may fay as 
e ah laid of the Grafſ=hoppers, Exod. 10. 
113 Mi7: 1 beſeech thee, Lord, to take away from 
1» hue, even this Death, for it i- as bitter as 
00 Heath unto me. | 
2; 4,1 perceive, that this Croſs is grievous 
Ir Wideed, and doth affect you extremely: 
What it is iu general, I percieve by your 
ate WM or ds, that is, That Peſtilent Thoughts 
12, em into, and peter your Mind, that you 
Minot be rid of them; for tho? you throw 
ot em out a hundred times, yet they come 
„ia, and do much affect you, becauſe of 
the loathſomneſs of them: You dare not 
ot {MWilcover them to any, not only becauſe 
do Mon are loath that others ſnould know, 
that you had an) ſuch Thoughts in your 


d ind, but alſo leſt by the hearing of them 
cy {tiers ſnould be troubled with the fame 

to Riad. Von fay, they be not Thougnts of 
: of 


Jncleanneſs, nor Thoughts ſoliciting you 
o Blaſpheine, Atheiſm, or Impatience 
p;ainſt God; you ſhew what they be not, 
ut not what they are, what to ſay a- 
miok then; and for your comfort I have 
ot read. in my former Author, for it 
lay be he had not any occaſion to write 
bout them. What 1 conceive of your 
touble for the Cauſe, and for the Remedy 
will briefly {et down, and the Lord in 

h , Mercy 


went of this Affliction, for ſo I count it 


ꝙ— —— — — — 
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Mercy be your Phyſitian. I ſee fiſt, th; 
Satan baving gotten 'leave of God, o 
erciſe you, be doth ſuggeſt ind prompt tn 
theſe Thoughts, and he ſeeks to bach 
them in your Mind, whether you wi 9 
no, by often and forcible urging then 
upon you. Beſides, I make no doubt, bu: 
he doth make uſe of the Humour of you; 
Body, Melancholly, which may be mich 
in you, tho' you perceive it not, and e 
nature of that Humour, is to make e 
Mind the fitter 10 receive a deeper In- 
preſfion or Print of ſuch Thoughts as come 
into the Mind, and tg hold them very {aft 
ſo as they will not eMfily be ſhiken on. | 
cannot Lken chat Humour to any nie 

C 


gg 


— 


5 Atly than Bird- lime, Which joldeth Tast 


any Bird that lighteth upon the Twizrs, 
by the Wing or Feathers that touch it. 56 
doth melancnolly make ſad Thoughts Tick 
faſt in the Mind, and affect it much, by 
Reaſon of ſo ſtiff ſticking there; now if 
you ask why doth the Lord ſuffer Sa an, 
and give him leave to peſter your N 
with ſuch kind of Thoughts? I anſwer, 
TheLord hath divers Reaſons of his deal. 
ing fo with his Children; but what is e 
particular and certain, can hardly Þ« de- 
termined? The Lord may do it to try, 
how you will abhor and repel ſuch 
Thoughts, or to exerciſe you in the Spi- 


Lan 
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tin, thatapproving your ſelf as a good Soid!- 
er you may receive a great Crowa of Glory; 
or he may do it todrive you to him the oftaer, 
aud more earneſtly in Prayer; or he may do 
it to correct you for ſuffering Day - dreams to 
take up your Mind with delight, to the keep- 
jag out of better Meditations; and this is the 
hardeſt, but being a Fatherly Correction for 
ſome Fault, be notdiſmayed at it, for God's 
„ blatenc is but to amend that in you, which was 
un Offeace to him. Do you abhor all vain I- 
I Mnzzinations, and entertain good and holy 
„„ editatioas in their room ? then God having 
5 xtained his End and Purpoſe, in thus, cor- 
e ecting you, he will rebuke Satan, and not 
after him to moleſt you in that kind. 
and whereas your Soul is wounded with 
Z crief for this, that your Mind ſhould be made 
Cage for ſuchunclean Birds; know, that ia 
your grief you have matter of Comfort, for 
hereby it appears; That theſe Thoughts be 
not your Thoughts, and therefore not your 
ins, but as Duſt which the Wind blows into 
your Eyes, which is a grief and pain to the 
4e Eye, but no faultineſs of the Eye; and if St. 
Peu, Rom. 7. comforted himſelf againſt the 
actions of fin ia him, That it was not he, (that 
„ + ot the New Man in him) bur ſin that awele 
: bot in him, that dia work and carry him to evil; 
auch more may you comfort your ſeif ia this, 
* that it is not you that harbour ſuch bad 
- "Wl boughts, but Satan's Ma Ne that thruſts in 
* „ ſuch 
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ſuch Thoughts, and your Melancholy, that 
keeps in ſuch Thoughts, which you, With all 


your Heart would be rid of; and as he, after 
he had bewall'd his Miſery, (by laying, O n. 


ſerable Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me fo 


this body of Death?)doth comfort himicit again 
by this, That Teſts Chriſt ſhould he his Deliveore; 
to with him from guiltineſs, and to keep him from 
being overcome of ſin; yea, in the end utterly te 
boli ſh that Corruption, mbich Was jo grievous 1. 
to him: So do ycu, as you do daily be u- 


your Miſery for your Bondage to ſuch cv 


Thoughts, 2s Satan doth moleft you withel; 
ſo on the other ſide, comfort your ſelf with 
this, That the Lord Feſus, your Blefſed Saviour, 
{hall redeem you from this and all other M\ſeric: 
for he ſhall waſh you in his Blood from all guil::- 
neſs of ſin, and make you as White as Snom; 
ſhall ſubaue Saran under your Feet ſhertiy; Rom. 
15. And in the end, he ſhall quite abohjh all C 
rupt 1ens out of you, and make Your Mind a Trex 
ſure- Houſe of all heavenly, Sweets, ard jay; 
Meditations and Thoughts \, and. your He: 4 
Stores Hlouſe of heave ly and 2 Actions, 4 


Love of God, Foy ard Rejcycing in his Lors, 
aclighting in his bleſſed Breſenc e, Zeal in gor. 
tying ana praiſing Him, Ro: | 

Q. One thing doth trouble me much, that 
| vaving prayed often and earneſtly, that 


ble Thoughts, yet l cannot obtain to be freed 
n 2 3.4790 
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might not be combſred with theſe aboniina - 


8 


* —— — 


| ( 63) 
from them, but that theyvill come upon me 
often like an Armea' Man ? 1 
A. Let not that diſmay you, remembering 
that the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, prayed WI 
three times, (that is often)to have the Thorn of MR 
the Fleſh (which he counted the Meſſenger of } 
„satan, to buffet him) taten from him, but he Me 
Wl conld not obtain his Deſire therein; but for 
nis comfort, he received a gracious Anſwer, 
„% Grace is ſufficient for thee \, thy ſins and Cor-„ 
ruptions {hall not hurt thee, for I have Mercy ro . 
erden them, and I thint good touſe them as Cor- 1 
ves to cat down Pride, or the Pride of the Fleſh. 
11 2. What then? would you have me reſt ia 
„my Lot, and pray no more againft them? 
55 A, God forbid chat you ſhould ceaſe pray- 
„ing againſt them; your praying is your beſt 
eapon; pray and wait ſtill for God's help 
in due ſeaſon... | 
2. Pray tell me, is there no other Directi- 
on you can give me, about ſubduing thele 
wicked Thoughts? _ 
A. Firſt, Do not parly with Satan's Tempe 
| tations give no entertainment to them, by WW 
e admitting of Thoughts and Meditaclons of 
0" Ml them; but labour to put them Gur of your 
Mind, by thioking of other things, minding 
that the buſineſs of your Cahiag, or if of no Cal- WWE 
hat! ling, go into ſome cheectu! Chriſtian Conver- 
3134* WF fation 3 for if you reaſon with them, a thou- Wl 
fred nnd to one, but more or leſs you will be en- 


ir2a frared. e | 
Secondly... Wan 
7 + Wi 


F 2 


(64) . 5 


Secondly, Re ve thy Temptations to ſome 1 
godly and faithful Friend, keep not the 1: ;- 
vil's Connſel ; eſpecially, as I ſaid before, e. pe 
veal it to God by Prayer. is 


_ Thirdly, Be ſure to ſearch thy Heart, . 
ther thou haſt noknowa ſin lying upon ty 
Conſcience, not thoroughly repented 9, 
which hath provoked God to fet this Hel 
Dog upon thee. | 

Fourthly, Wait patiently, ſubmitting to 
God's correction, till he be pleas'd to tie 
off this Bondage from thee, as he will de, az 
the Shephards Dog is taken off, when the 
ſtray Sheep is returned to the Fold. 

L. If I was thoroughly Regenerate,l hond 
profit more by hearing the Word of Gov. fo: 
} own l ſeem to hear the Word gladly, it; 
before I ger almoſt out of the Church, all the. 
Sermon is loſt; whereas know fome cant 
peat a whole Sermon Verbatim, and yt | 
know they allow themſelves in what uni; 
not do, through the Grace of God to me; bi 
yet | fear this want of retaining is my viſa; 
1 + RR | 

| AnſwergSome Men's Memories are heal 
ed, that are not ſanctified; and to have a (il 
to repeat aSermon,and to make noConkcie 1:6 

to practice, is but to ſpit Ser mons out oi 
their Mouths. Firſt, thou remembereſt 
thou canſt; to Will is preſent, which 15 40 
| ccptable for the Deed; neither is it expected 
| thou ſhouldeſt remember the whole Sermon 
5 . bul 


% 


va. 
Wi. 0 
K 


N | 
but thou mayeſt have comfort, if thou canſt 
remember that which moſt: concerns thee ;as 
if thou wert bidden to a Feaſt, it is not ex- 
pected thou ſnouldeſt eat up all the meat that 
is ſet upon the Table, but eſpecially that 
which is carved out for thee, and laid upon 
thine own Trencher. 
Secondly, Tho' thou forgetteſt, for the pre- 
ſent, yet in due time the Spirit of God will 
bring thoſe things ts thy remembrance, which 
thou haſt more need of in thy Life, as he hath 
promiſed, Foh. 14.26. That his Spiris ſhall bring 
things to our remembrance ;, as St. Peter re- 


de membred the Words of Chriſt, when the 


Cock crew, Mat. 26, wt. 
11 75;rdly,Tho'thou doſt got remember much, 
TW ret if thy Reart be made better by it, or thy 
\ a fetions be kindled to burn in moreLove to 


WO God, (as the Diſciples, when Chriſt talked 


ict them, their Hearts burned within them) 
1 thou doſt profit: The Earth ſhews not the 
gain that fell upon it, but the Graſs. 


L I k N 4 211 
"0 4 Poor Woman coming om Church meeting a 


iniſter, he asked the Woman who preached, and 
whether the Miniſter made à good Sermon, and 
7/40 {hz re membred of the Sermom & c. Truly, 
laid ſhe, I have a weak Memory, Ican remember 
bur little, yet this] am ſure I have Learned, to 
he Chriſt better than ever I did in my Life bee 


he could have remembred all-the Sermon, 
F 3 aud 


ere; and that comforted her more, than if 


9 
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and not have had her Heart warmed at all 
with more love to qeſus Chriſt. 

0. But 1 do not find this Love of God 
burning in me as you have been ſpeaking, of, 
if 1 did, then I might ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Live, yet not I, but Chriſt Lives in me; bit 
inſtead of this holy Fire, I feel my felt 0 
barren, frothy, and empty of all good, thz! 
l can ſcarce diſcern any breathings of 110 

Spirit of God in me at all? 

T Anſwer, To every one is given Grace a 
cording to the meaſure of the gift A | 
ſome are Babes, and ſome are Men ia Ch: 1 
Jeſus ; as in David's Army. {ome were Co 


mon Soldiers, ſome Captains, and ſome 


Worthies; in the Body there are the Feet 
and Toes, Head and Heart; God gives th 
meaſure ef Grace to thee, that he ſees fitteſt 
for thee, ſome are as Gold in the Oar, for:e 
as Gold purified ſeven times: Take two Mei, 
both may be godly, and yet their Lives {o dit- 
fering in regard of the Operations of Grace, 
that one may ſeem quite a reverſe to th. 
other. Some have Five Talents, others Wn ' 
ſome but One, even as it pleaſeth God, „ 


bath appointed ſome for Eminency,and for 1 


dut for Siocerity ; as St. Pæul that was 44 


| . Veſſel ro bear his Name before Kings, Acts . 
15. aud therefore muſt have eminent Gra- 


ces, anſwerable to his Employments. 
Now, is not a Soldier a faithful Subject, 


becauſe he is not a Gapraio 2 ls not the Foo! 
- 4 
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1 ember of the Body, becauſe it is not theic : 
Head or Heart? hath a Babe no life, becauſe 
it hath not the lite of a Man? and hath a 
Man no Faith, becauſe he hath not the Faith 
of Abraham? hath a Man no Love nor Zeal 
to God and his Glory, becanſe he hath not 
the Love of Moſes, nor the Zeal of Elia? 
there no Fire becauſe it will not Flame? 
od will nos reject the leaſt degree of Grace, 
he will not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall things, 
- Wi a Mother does not reject her Child, becauſe 
; Wi is a Babe weak and helpleſs, that can nei- 
„zer ſpeak or go, bit is more tender over it; 
\- MW ohou ſeeſt but a Cluſter or two of Grapes 
pon che Vine, thou ſayeſt, Deſtrey i 17 not, for 
* 7: ing is iu it, Ja. 65. 8. Chriſt will not 
uench the ſmoabing Flax (which Smoaketh 
aly with Defires, but cannot Flame with 
zomforts) nor break the Bruiſed Reed: A 
tie Faith is Faith, and a little Grace in 
[ruth doth intereſt a Soul in God, in Chriſt, 
u Heaven, and all the Promiſes, and is an 
Evidence and Seal of thy Salvation, Eph. 4. 30. 
ks Comfort may be encreaſed dy a great 
ea ſure of Grace, but thy Salvation is as cer- 
ain by the leaſt degree; for we are not ſa- 
ed by our Grace inherent, but by theRightes 
oſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us by Falch; 
nerevt Grace inherent is a Seal and Evi- 
eacezas it is a Man's Money duyes his Sheep, 
ct, Dis Mark only makes him know they are his. 
007 Now certainly thou halt ſome Grace, to 


a love 
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love Righteouſneſs and hate Wickedne(, 
tho? not the meaſure others have; there i; 
ſome Fire tho' there be Smoak ? Thou cf 

o with the Foot · men, tho? thou Canſ? not run my) 
the Horſe- men, Jer. 12. 5. And tho' to def: 
and emulate the Graces of others by go 4, 
yet it may proceed from Pride, becauſe 9e 


would be eminent, and have none above n; 
when we ſo deſire more Grace ſo compaſſ. As 


ately, that we forget to be thankful for Wilat 
we have. 

Secondly, This Objection brings it's o. 
comfort with it, for how conld 1 Jove the 
Grace I fee in others, and long after it, an 
not have Grace in my own Heart; it is i: 
poſſible, 

©. But why is it ſo, that God will gie 
me Heaven and Chriſt, and ſo little Grac: 10 
ſerve him? if I had more Grace, Ged ſhould 
have more Glory, and l ſnould not ſo muca 


ſin againſt him? 


| Anſwer, It is God's Wiſdom to reſer 7e 
perfection for Heaven, and to give us but 
little meaſure here on Earth, and ming 4 
with many Infirmities, to keep us hum}! e, 
leſt we ſhould wax proud of our fair Fea» 
thers therefore we have black f ect £9 
make our Feathers fall. 

Secondly, That we may not truſt to cn 
own Righteouſneſs, but to that which is it 
(oe . Falte Soc can make Treacle out 


of 
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of Poiſon, and bring Honey ont of a Lion's 
Belly. x | | : 
Do you not think that I may, and ought 
en to go to the Lord's Table, to uſe all 
means for the increaſe of Grace ? Do you not 
think that Bleſled Ocdinance conveys eſpeci- 
al Bleſſiags to us, in order to ſubdue our 
Corruptions and increaſe in Love toGod and 
our Neighbours ? 55 
i Anſwer, Yes doubtleſs you may, if you 
are the Perſon that I have been all along 
ſbeaking to; and that you ought often to go 
to the Lord's Table; to convince you of that, 
Wi will give you the Opinion of an eminent 
Dr. of the Church, of the Neceſſity of re- 
celring, and, his Reaſons for ſo doing. 
Firſt, (ſays he) That Man who refuſe and 
contemn it, cannot be ſaved in that Condition. 
Our Saviour Chriſt himſelf expreſly tells us, 
Except (ſaith he) ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of 
Man, and drink-his Blood, ye have no life in you, 
Whojo eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, 
bat? eternal Life, John, G. 6 3. 64. But he gives 
„% hopes of eternal Life to thoſe who refuſe 
t hea invited to it; no hopes of eternal 
luke to thoſe who will not come when they 
are timely call d upon, to prepare themſelves 
lor it. Doſt thou hope to be ſaved by the 
body and Blood of Chriſt? and yet doſt thou 
ay from that Body and Blood, by which thou 
doſt hope to be ſaved ? doſt thou think, if 
God mould ſnatch thee away this W 


. - 303 
that thou art fit for Heaven? and yet zr aſie 
thou fit for a temporal Ordinance, which i} For 
to laſt no longer than this World ? doſt . 
think that leis Holineſs will qualify ther ot 
Heaven, where we arc told that no ud che A 
thing can enter? Will leſs Preparation dt, 
for thy meeting Chriſt, than for receiving 1:4 
this Holy Inſtitution of hisSupper? therch hs s 
as you value theSalvation of your own $0ul;Wrer u 
deccive your ſelves no longer with ſuch t h 
hopes aud falſe reckonings as theſe ar« ie rec 
he fit for Heaven, that is not fit for the ai: A 
crament ? or if he can be ſaved by the BluoWight 
of Chriſt, that refuſes to be Partaker of ade 


Body and Blood, then is the Bible not troeWur fir 

nor is the Scripture then the Word of Cod Worſe 
That it is the Duty of every one that is Hels 
Member of the Church of Chritt to recen But 
the Communion; St. Paul ſhe ws in 1 Cor. ier; 
25. by his urging of the Precept there tv er R 
Church of Corinth at that time; he ſhews ehe, 
this, That it was 111 Femporary Or dinante ts ex . bl, 

q | Pire with the lives of theje that were preſent ar wit 
1 | firſt Inflitutica of it, but that it Was to be cont it w 
nud in the (Huch, throughout all Ages, cut: | ce; 
the Day of Judgment; to ſhew, or repreſtni ad kr 

| Lord's Death till he come, 1 Cor. 11. 26. Aer 


ght £ 


it Chriſt's Right over us, if the unex pt 
ecauf 


ſible Obligations be path confer'd upon u 
Hur own latereſt in the thing, can mac ige 
ſenſible, that receiving of the Lord'ssuppec Wing 

à neceſlary part of our Duty, then by allt zig 
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vaſiderations it willfully appear to be fo. 
For in the. firſt Place do we own, That 
lus Chriſt is God of very God ; that he is our 
tat or ʒ that he is, as the Apoſtle ſtiies him, 
ve. Maker of all bingo that are in Heaven and 
Earth, viſihle and inviſible, Col, 1. 16. aud that 
e us, and not we our ſelves. Doth not 
his ſhew his abſolate and Sovereign Right 
wer us? is it not Reaſon, that thoſe Beings 
hat he made, ſhould pay him what Homage 
e requires? ſhall we dare then to affront 
his Authority, to ditadeg his Laws, and 
ght his Commandments? cannot he, as he 
nade us ont of nothing, throw us back into 
ur firſt Original; nay, cannot he do far 
morſe by us? cannot he deſtroy both our 
ouls and Bodies in Hell for ever: 
Baut to advance this Argument a little fart 
ber; Chriſt is not only our Creator, but 
wr Redeemer too; we are his likewiſe by 
be Redemption: Ie were not Redee med with Core, 
tile things, ( ſaĩch St. Peter as Silver and Gold, 
with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 18. 
It was he that ſatisfyed his Father's ju- 
ice ʒ that reſcued us from the Power of ſin, 
dd. from the Jaws of Hel and Death. Ne- 
er was any thing another's Right, by the 
ght of Parchaſe,more than we are Chriſt's, 
ecauſe he bought us from that eternal Bon- 
Wee we had fold our ſelves under, by his“ 
lying down his Life as a Ranſom for us. And 
7 we date to go on in living in open de- 


„ 
VY - 8 fiance ; 


| 


fiance to him that is our great Lord, t 
by Right, Creation, and Redemption? nal 
we yet dare to ſpurn at his Precepts, and 
diſobey his very dying Words and Com- 
mands ? 'tis well if ſueh would conſider what 
it is to die without, the Benefits of that 
Blood that was ed; what love was there 
ever equal to the Love of Chriſt ? was it 
{mall matter for the Son of God to Jeave the 
Boſom of his Father, to take upon him 
form of a Servant, to undergo a poor mit. 
able diſpiſed life, and to humble himſe 
laſt to the ſhameful accurſed Death of the 
Croſs, to reconcile us to God, to retrieve u 
from that of Beaſts! nay, of Devils, we had 
depreſs'd our ſelves to, and ſo to put us in- 
to a ſtate of Salvation, and a Capacity oro: 
taining Everlaſting, Life? had he, for such 
vaſt Favours as theſe, laid upon our Neck: 
a far heavier Yoke than the Femifh Geremo: 

_ nies? Had Chriſt required the Fruit of our 
Bodies for the ſin of our Souls, Thouf 1s 
of Rams, and ten Thouſands of Rivers of 
Oil; we could not have deny'd it, it ud 
been juſt ! Had Chriſt required this at ou 
Hands, and we reftus'd it, the very Heart: 
and Idolaters that facrificed to Moloch, and 
offered up their Sony and Daughters to that 
Devil, who never did them good, but wat 
always a Tormenter,ever miſchieving then 
and bringing ill upon them; theſe wretclicd 
Souls would riſe out of the ſhadow of Patt 
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to come in b againſt ſuch Chriſtians; 
to upbraid and condemn us at the laſt day - 
But fince our Bleſſed Saviour, inftead of a 
bloody and cruel Sacrifice, (which he might 
ſojalbly have infifted upon) has charged us 
for all theſe his great Vouchſafements to- 
yiards us, with io eaſy, ſo cheap, and ſo in- 
offenſive a Right ; how monſtrous is the 


ittarn of theſe Men, that can ſo baſely and 


o unworthily think this (a poor Remem- 
brance) can be paid too much or too often? 
Conſider this then, you that never appear 
it che Eord's Table, that run away from the 
Sicrament, as if the Paſtilence was in the 
Place, © Did Chriſt not think it too much to 
ſhed his Blood for you, and do you think it 
too much to remember it? did Chriſt not 

think it too much to hang no leſs than Six 
Hor urs upon the Croſs for you, under all the 
Torments almoſt, that either the Wrath of 


MGod, or Malice of Men could infli& upon, 
Jin ? and does an Hours Commemoration of 


ois his ineffable Bounty and Goodneſs, ſeem 
Joo burthenſome, when the whole Performs 
ace is ſo eaſy and delightful ? What do we 
ink will be the Iſlue of ſuch outragious in- 
Mfr atitude, the End and Concluſion of all this 
horrible unthankfulneſs? there will come a 
me, when the reflections upon this con- 
empt of ſo juſt a Command, will wound ves 
Ih at lcaſt upon our Death Bed, or at 
he 100 1 -Seat of Re But boo many 


or 


Fs „ 


of you, fear, who dare not now approach tis 
Lord's Table, becauſe youare reſolv'd to con 
tiane in ſome darling ſin and habitual cout! 
of eitker Debauchery or other unrigh 
teoulſneſs, as indeed to preſume to any 
there in ſuch an unrepenting and rep 
bate Stare, would be toyou a partakins « 05 
the Table of Devils, and therefore your Pur 
poſe, as I ſuppoſe, your Policy, is to put of 
this Duty till you come to be lick and Dy 
and then you will receive the Sacrame 
once for all, and ſo more Si enden | 
nu your Wor k; Ms true, the ſhrieks of 
woun ded Spirit and the Com Plaints of a a Q 


not {latter Men in this FE and © 175 fore 
I muſt admoniſh ſuch, that however the F 
may deceive themſelves, or be deceived 219 
ſoothed by others in this Caſe; for my Fang 
I cannot ſee ho the receiving the Sacrament 
on a Death-Bed, by any Pero: that never 
thought 1: worth his while to prepare hin- 
felf for it, til. God is ſummoning 75 0 
Judgment, can be of any force or benelt 
to him; it may perhaps deceive lach a 4 Obe 
into prefent fluaber, but it anſwers non 
tent of our Blelled Saviour; this is to reme 
ber Chriſt, when he has ſent his fatal Meſſeie 7 
ger to call the Reprobate to that Paniſhn:c. t 
Which his baſe forgetfulneſs of him aud his 
Precepts, has called, aloud for all his i 
long; and if only the ſenſe oi a Prelent lea 
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11 

ing this World, Ol, an approaching logg 

ment become our Motives, I ſee no. 1 4 
why the Devils and the damned in Hell, 

the nid it of the Fire, and everlaſting 1 Ng 

dss may not commemorate Chriſt with as 
nch advantage; and eee muſt con- 
es, That ſuch a Perſon, having loft the 

. ae Opportunities of partax1ng of that Cup 
> Bleſſing, ought (in my Opinion) to be left 
2 this as in allother Inftances ofRepentance, 

nal to the Mercy of God; let us pray, 
that ſuch a ONES Repentance may be fincefe, 


as we pray for a ent ins Malefactor at Ex- 
ccution. 


Thirdly, In the aſt place ; If neither a re- 
fection 1 5 the Right of Chriſt over us, 
nor upon the great things that he has done 


{or us, Can alter our Purpoſ e, nor change 
+4" Minds in th 18 mattes | e linde he Sei 3L 


* 


hlyanrages We receive Dy the Bleed Sa- 
zament, ſhould engage us to the perform 
ailCe OT this Dut LY + | | | 
Profit is a thing that calls all Mey: after it, 
duns, we ice, * vill work upon the baſeſt and 
moſt dilingenuous Tempers: Now 1 Bene- 
its of this Ordinance are very great and 
many; The Lord's Supper, it is (laith our 
Church) in the Office of the. Compmunion, The | 
Bedy and Blood of Ch iſt, to preſerve our Souls and 


Bodies to everlaſting Liſt ;, a conſcientious and 


and 


„ TYeave fo. tes 


RE + 

and even Kempe happiaeſ upon ma. 

The Houſe of Auſtria, in particular, ves 
» St, Helin. it's firſt riſe and greatneſs ( 
ſome Hiſtorians tell us) to this very tin Fi 

How little then do we love our Souls, 
we ſuffer them to pine and ſtarve for 
of that Focd which God diſpenceth for: their 
Suſtebance and Comfort? what a wrong e. 
gard is it that we pay to our ſelves, whit! 
for the ſake of any darling fin, or world 
Profit, we berezve our ſelves of thoſe mg 
Pr iviledges, thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, 
heavenly [o ys and Pleaſures, as are wy ba 
found ald telt in this Divine Service? but, if 
neither aConſideration of the Right of Chxilt 
over us as our God, and as our Saviour? if 
neither a ſenſe of his Love, nor of cur own 
Profit will avail any thing? !haye done th 
Duty, and ſnhall urge no more; only!: 
juch Perſdas, That certain 
our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, wo came to 55 
don all Rights and Ceremonics, that Weise 
of no more uſe after his coming; had 
not known this neceſlary to have been 10114 
$1 tuted and perpetuated till his ſecond con- 
Ing, would never have enjoyn'd it; bur ol 
his infinite Wiſdom he knew it was neccll; 
ry, and therefore he left it upon Record ,a+ 3 


binding Law, and did never yet himſelf, lor 


did his Apoſtles, in his Name, ever yet re- 
pea or diſ benſe withi it, as far a could Nac 
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or learn; for we read in ſeveral places of | 
the New Teſtament, do this, but do this neuer, # 
or do this ſeldom, is not to be found in the 
holy Scriptures. | 
Thirgy, And this brings me, in the next 
ace, tõ conſider the frequency of it enjoyn= = | 
ed; Bo this, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in remem- | 
bring: -of me; From whence we and the 
Churches of God, have all along concluded 
it was de ſigned to be often done by us: In |} 
matters that were indifferent, the Apoſtles if 
have left them to the Diſcretion and conve - i | 
nience of particular Churches: So ſays st. 
au in a certain Affair be was conſulted a- 
bout: We have no ſuch Cuſtom 5 neither be 
Courches of God, 1 Cor. 11. 16. But as to the 
Maſed Sacrament, it is not ſo; it is not left 
s a0 Ar bitrary thing, either to he uſed or ler 
one at our own Will and Pleaſure, but it is 
to 5 dane by every Perſon, as often as he 
can, and Go is to be the Judge of that. 
indeed, every Man's want makes himſelf 
to be a judge, and the ſeuſe of our Iufirmi- 
dies and Failings impreſs this Law upon us; 
:5 often as we find our Graces to droop and 
"4g,here we ſhould come to cher ih and give 
chem new Life; as often as we find our in- 
ward Man to decay, hither we ſhould betake 
bur ſelves to repair it; as often as we find 
ths fe Bodies of ours, which the Apoſtle calls 
e Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, to gather Dirt 
and r we Jhoutd approach to waſk 
| Gr 3 and 
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and cleanſe them; and how often this 15, et did 
me appeal only unto your ſelves tor this, inet! 
was not only in our Bleſſed Saviour's time, M 2+ 
but the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors in the 124. 
pureſt Ages, continued this Practice co / 


ſtantly to their Lives end. .* 
Whilſt the Spirit of Chriſtianity was 7 
warm and vigorous, and the Hearts of Men Ne. 
paſſionately enflamed with the Love of to 7; 
Chriſt, they thenCommunicated every day, ar MW T 
at leaſt, as often as they aſſembled forPublick yon! 
Worſhip; it is therefore ſaid of the firitCon- the 
verts to the Chriſtian Faith, That they conti» Nied 
nued ftedfaſt in the Apoſtles Dectrine and Fe. their 
lowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, &c. Ace 2.4), MChrii 
And that they continued daily in the Temple mi the p 
ene accord, and in breathing of Bread, ſrom the h 
Ll Houſe to houfe, V. 46. Ard that the Diſciſies caſe 
came together to break Bread, Ads 20.7. From Wo tw 
F which Scriptures we may ſee, that commun!- Wh Mo 
cating was a conſtant Duty pratctic'd by them, Notal 
being in theſe Places joyned with the orvi- ear. 
* nary Duties of hearing and praying; and be- But 
ing declared allo, as it were, the chief end iris 
of their meeting and coming together; their eme 
| Eyes and their Minds was then wholly fixed {Wor 
upon the Memory of theirCrucified Saviour, No 
and owned him God as well as Man, and ttc Muy | 
| cftner they fed at his Table, the ſtronger Morg?: 
and the abler they found themſelves to en- IWelipi 
counter thole fierce Oppolitions they meet Meare: 
with in the World in thoſe days; neither | 


it 


* 
* 


1 


did this frequent receiving, continue only 
in the Apoſtles Age, but ſome Centuries af- 
* *uf. Mare, der their time; as een by 
in 4:4log. cur many Teſtimonies of * Tuſtin. 
De Martyr, Epiphanius and others. 
„ Nay, St. Auſtin, who lived in 
bnainici Cer- the Fourth Gentur y after Chriſt, 
fis. it then was their daily Duty 
to receive the Lord's Supper | 
The Martyrs all along the Primitive time, 
would not venture, (if poſſible) to go out of 
the World without rec eiving, tho": they 
lied at the Stake for their Faith, and gave 
their Bodies to be burned for the ſake of 
Chriſt, Conſtant receiving never failed, till 
the power of Religion declined ; then, like 
the heavenly Haun, it grew diſtaſteful, be- 
auſe common; then it fell from every Day 
to twice or three times a Week, then to once 
Month, and ſo at laſt, through almoſt a 
org: degenaracy, to three or four times a 
Lear. | 
But this never happened till the Piety of 
hriſtians decayed, and the true Primitive 
emper and Spirit of the Goſpel had left the 
Vorld. 
Now from this Hiſtorical Accouat vou 
ay fee, that ſeldomaeſs of coming to the 
ord's Table, argues nothing but want of 
cligion,and of the true Love of God in our 
Parts; it's only a Delign of living vitiouſly 
Wd wickedly, of living without God in the 
! | Wer 
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World. that makes us ſuch g great Strange rs 
ere. gs, 

All our Pretences of unworthiaeſs,. and 
- unfivnefs, 1 Doubt, if we throughly looked 
into our Hearts, would appear meggly the 
effects of our Obſtinacy and unwillingge!: 
We will not amend our Lives, we are 10! 
willing yet to part with our Sins; and tus, ? 
this is uſually the true Ground and the ut. 
moſt Reſolution of that Plea. 

And truly all that Irreligion and Profs 
neſs, all that fpirir of Faction, Schiſm, Ari; 
niſm and Athciſm,tha thas puſh'd ſo vioieut!: 
into the Bowels of our Church, has procer: 
ed originally, as | take it, from that. Loke⸗ 
warmneſs and Indevotion that has nature 7 
reſulted from the {light and diſcontinba 
of this Duty; and from hence the Bleed 
Sacrament it {elf is become cheap, a: ad in 
ſtead of a Teſt upon Men's Conſciences, che 
Tool of their Hypocriſy: This is God's vi! 


0 ble judgment upon our moſt Holy Churc! 


for what have we gow left Sacred and i 
Prophane amongſt us, now the Sacrameat © of 
our Lord Jeſus, the Body and Blood, ty 
pledges of his Love, are look'd upon as 3: 
more then a Grace-Cup, or the Pledge to 
ſure us of a good Preferment, when udo hy 


the diſcontinuance of it, and diſregard 2: 
it, we have forgot almoſt it's Nature and the 


Deſign of it's Inſtitution? let us no longer 
cry out againſt the fworn Enemies of 
Renin, 
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Religion, let us no more bewail the danger 
it is in, unleſs we our ſelves reſolve, not ouly 
to talk and plead for, but to live up in ear- 
neſt to our Chriſtian Rites, and unfeignedly 
act what we profeſs to eſteem; for we have 
nothing left us now but this, to pray and 
practife thoſe Religious Ordinances we ſeem 
to be afraid to lofe, becauſe where ever 
Arianiſm roſe, the Church of Chriſt fell; 
we beſeech God to remember his Church, 
and let us return then to our Duty in good 
earneſt, and no longer neglet to come to 
that Holy Table, whgre we ſhall receive freſh 
aſſurance of God's Favour and Protection; 
ind that our divine Light ſhall not be ex- 
tinguiſhed, nor our Candle-ſticks quite re- 
moved from us; by this means we ſhall baffle 
a the Contrivances of the Devil and Man 
irt Us, at leaſt we {hail rake off that Ree. 
roach of looſeneſs and immorality ; indeed, 
dur preleat Coalition call aloud for us to 
double our Diligence, and intreat God for 
Mercy, for the vilible decay of the Spirit 
and Power of Religion, and the declining 
tate of the Church, the almoſt total defec 
non and revolt of Mankind from God; nay, 
Ve are come to that ſad ſtate, as to leſſen and 
ny the God- head of our Blefled Saviour; 
ſeems as if Goa were returned and gone to his 
Luce, Hoſea, F. IS. Until our Afflictions nal 
2d us in ſearch after him, which certainly 


the greateſt Judgment that can befall a 
0355 ü People: {| 
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„„ fins 
People: For, Mankind to be left to the- 2. 
ſelves has been determined a greater Plage 3. 
than a deſtroying Angel, commiſſioned with 4. 
the Sword ; or then, whatever yet rained gen 
down from Heaven, let the miſerable Re- 5; 
* mains of the Neighbouring Churches !pc:k 6. 

the reſt; but that it may not be too late org . 

us to hope for a Recovery, let us beging 8. 
Where we left off, at the Holy Table; iber 5. 

we ſhall be ſure to find a merciful Redeemer: o. 
ready to reſcue and deliver from the Had. 

of all our Enemies, both Spiritual and Jem. 
poral : Upon ſuch a management as this, 

we may expect from Heaven more Ble'; Melt 9 

then the Tongue can expreſs, or Heart ca 0, 
wiſh; then may we hope to flouriſh ia theatre 

Prim tive and Antient Glory of the Churchaore 

of Chriſt, and who can tell what Bleſſings t to! 
eren dc Afemdhy tts dedicated and d 
vVvoted to God's Glory may derive upon MWitnal 
1 whole Nation, FTE - - _ -  Meoere 
x L. 1am well pleas'd with this Anſwer. My ſuc! 
believe it may be of great Uſe at this mender 
and am convinc'd of the Neceſſity of Chis 
municating and that often too, but pray men V N 

me the Benefics receiv'd by ſo doing ? that h 

I Anſwer, That the Reverend Father Degree 
Bod, Peter Gui uing, Lord Biſhop of EH, ö 
Bons up Eleven Benefits (ſays ne) 1c rd, 


the Faithſul in the Lord's Fuprer. ſuubli 
r e ik; ER ifores 
1. Rei, 


a 


14 . 57 as þ 8 
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1. Remi (fron of aur Sins. 
2. Strength in Grace, ; 
| 5 Oi munition of our corrupt Natures #% © 
. Commun: cation of the Body 6 Blood: 
Che N. 3 
J. Fand Fun our e 
6. Communication of the holy & Spirit, 
„Our Communion in the Holy Church. 
8, APrefervative af ainſt all Evil. 
9. Mffurance of God's hearing our Prayers, 
10. Aſſuruance , our ReſurreiFion {rom te 
Deal! 
e That God, with Chrift, will give us all 
wth elſe, This is che O pinion ot that Ex 
dicar, Man. 
9. ! have met with ſeveral Books that 
ears of Internal ſilence, written by ex- it 
ordinary Spiritual Writers pray, explain fl 
t to me what they mean ? 
I Anſwer, Internal ſilence, which the Spi⸗ 
tua! Writers talk ſo much of as an high 1 
legree of Devotion, and a ſtepto perfection, 
b ſuch a ſtate of Soul, as is better felt than 
ander ſtocd, and maꝝ more eaſily be experi : 
wed than explain'd; nor is it poflüble for 
ſoy Man to give an exact juſt Motion of it, 
at hath not gone thro' all the Stages and 
Dogs: of it, ſo darkly expreſſed by theſe 
holy. Writers; but 1 ſhall endeavoury in few. 
vords, to give you my imperfectsenſe of this 
ſublime ſtate ſo far as I can under ſtand the 
ſorementlon. 'd Writers 
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By the Word Silence, they ſeem to me, 0 
underſtand a RecolleQtion of the Powers o. 
the Soul into it's own Centre, by ſuſpe;- 


ing or ſilencing all the Activity of the Irin. 


gination, Fancy and Senſes; whilſt the Sou. 
by a ſtrong Act of Faith, eontemplates Go! 
as preſent every where, and it's ſelf, as inti- 


- mately and perfectly in God's Preſence, look- 


ing up to him, and expecting from. him ſuc}; 


Light and Grace he ſhall think fit to beſto: 


upon it. The Neceſſity of ſuch a ſtate aud 
poſture of Soul, in order to the receiving 
Divine Communications, is founded upon 
this, That whilſt the Senſes are roving abroad 


8nd diſtracted with external Objects, wu! 


the Imagination is in a hurry, and the Sou 
full of thoſe Imprſlions, it can no more re- 


ceive or attend to the ſtill ſmall. Voice of the 
Spirit of God, than the ſoft Whiſpers ot » 
Friend can enter into our Ears, whilſt we 


our Selves are in the heat of a Diſcourſe, 9 


in the noiſe of a promiſcuous Converſation, 
then (to purſue this Parale!) as when we arc 
willing to converſe privately with a Fricid, 
we retire from other Company, lay afis 
dur ether Concerns, and attend in Silence to 
bis Diſcourſes ; fo when we are willing: 


converſe with God, and to come in to 


more immediate Preſence, than we ſeque{cr 
our ſelves (if I may ſo expreſs it) frem cr 
ſelves, and by the Power of Faith, ſilen 

. contemplate nothing but God, as filling all 
4 5 ig 
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is what, I believe, theſe venerable Writers 
eas by ſilent or mental Prayer, or the Pray- 


Wants to God in the ſimplicity of Faith and 
Love, ſets it {elf in his Preſence, as in a ſtate 
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things, and intimately united to us, in whom 
we live, move, and have our Being zthus ſays 
1. hely Man of this State, Ler my Mind, O 
tou ſupreme G oodnefs.fly under the ſhadow of thy 
Wings, from the Cogitations of this World  leb 
my Htart pauſe, let the tumults of my Fleſh be 
ſlenc'd, let all the Phantomes of the Earth and 
Waters, of the Air and Heaven: keep ſilence 1, and 
not only ſo, but let the Soul alſo be ſilent as to it 
ſelf, not muſe on it {elf at all; not reſtect on i: 
ſelf, but think on thee, O my God, becauſe thou 
art only all my Hopes and my Confidence, in this 
ſente I underſtand, Pla, 4. 4. Commune with your 
un Heart and in your Chamber, and be frill , 
theOriginalWord ſignifies, be ſlent, and when 
the Soul is thus lent, ſolitary, and abſtrac- 
ted from it ſelf, then does God meet it and 
converie comfortably with it, by the ſoft but 
powerful Irradiations of his holy Spirit; ſo 
God ſays of his Church. Hoſea, 2. 14. 1 wilt 
allure her, and bring her into the Wilderneſs, 
(which is we know 2 Place of filence and 
iolitude) and ſpeak to her Heart: That is, my 
tyirir ſhall converſe with her Spirit, and when 
he is empty of the World, I wilt Jatisfy her wat 
ny ſulneſs. Now the Perfection of this ſtate, 


er of the Quiet in which the Soul offering 
up it ſelf, it's Powers, Faculties, and all its 


le + din Bl ub An 
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of perfect Reſignation, not asking or prayi- 
for any thing in particular, but vehement 
, Geſiring in its {eli that the Will of God h 
| be accomplilhed. This, 1 believe, Da? 
means, when in that ſublime act of Con 
| . dence and Reſignation which he makes, /. 
23. (he ſays) v. 2. God makes him to lie . 
In green Paſtures, and leads him behind the fl. 
Waters, or Waters of quietneſs, as the Margin 


In returning and reſt ſhall ye be faved ; in g 
etneſs and confidence {ball be your Strength; an 
ll. again, v. 7. Their Strength is to ſit ſtil; thc: 
, my Hrotection is never nearer to you than he 
you refrgn your ſelves entirely to me, without de- 
pending up0tz your own Wiſdom and Method: © 
Preſervation, as they then did; for ſo it follows, 
. 16. But they laid, No, ne 1 511l flee upon Hort: 45 
Kc. that is, we woll ſave our [elves our own wt, 
wikort depending upon Providence. Thus 
moſt of us; we weary our ſelves in the Mul 
tude of our own ways, we fatigue our ſel u 
with our own Contrivances; whereas did 
practice more frequently this Prayer of lo, 
putting our ſelves into this quiet reſigns! 
* lence inthe prefence ot God, we ſhould find 
+ the bleſſed Effeas and Fruits of it, Peace, 
Quietness, and A furance for ever; fo fays the 
| Frophet,/. 26, 3. Thou halt keep him in per, 
(| Peace'whoſe Mind is ffayed(or refreſhed )on .. 
Thus you have ſeen an obedient, model 


ſilent. 


reads itz fo God tclls his Church, Ia. 30. 13. 


Child in the preſence of a tender Father, ſuſyy 
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:lent; meek, and attentive to his Inſt ructi- 
ons aud Commands, having no Fears ar Sufpt- 
cions upon him, but that be will provide him 
wich the Neceſſaries and Comforts of life, fo 
far as he fall fee them kt for him, ſo long as 
he ſhall continue to perſevere in his Obedi- 
ence, and be ſenſible of his dependance upon 
him: IWould not, by this, be thought to un- 
dervalue or diſcourage vocal Prayers, God 
forbid; they are not only expedient, but are 
appointed by God, as the neceſſary Terms 
and Conditions of receiving his Bieſbngs, 
Mat. 7, 7. But then there is this difference 
between theſe and thoſe; that whereas theſe 
cannot be practiced but at particular Times, 
and ig particular Places ; thoſe being only 
the vigorous {allies of Love, will be continn- 
ily mounting towards Heaven, in whatſo- 
erer Place, State, or Imployment we are, 
In Reading, in Writing, in Company, in Soli- 
tude, in the Field, in che Ci ity, in the Street, 
and in the I emple ; M finally, with this Ex- 
teciſe we conſecrate every place and every 
nzocent Action, and by a conſtant practice 
of chuy putting our felves into the preſence of God, 
ve ſhall, by degrees, be transformed into the [ame 
hnage, from Glory to Glory, even at by the 1 
F the Lord, 21 r. 18. 

2. Pray reſolve me about daily Examina- 
lon, accord ing to Caſtanixa s method? * 

Anſwer, Method is more diſſicult to be 
ee in this, tha in any thing; valeſs 


88) 


wie Could gueſs at the particular States “ 57, 
Souls, which being very different, accord 1 55 


to the different progreſs they have made 1 +47 
their Spiritual Warfare: It's as impoll!!: M- 
to give one general Rule, as it would be ' 
2 Phyſician to preſcribe one particular :- N. 
dicine to ſuit all Ages and Conftigution: : 


The Heads of his Examination arc many #,, 
tedious, and it muſt be acknowledged, 2:5 {ay 
but too neceſſary for the generality of Mz Mr , 
who ſeldom think of God, unleſs at {© . 
EY. . fo 

ſtated Periods and Times; as rifing and on. 
ing to Bed, or at Church, or before a Sac nie 


ment, their Hearts are not fo tender, 5: 
their Conſciences fo ſqueamiſh,as toreco'. » gg, 
every particular ſin, but are content to in 
on a long ſcore with God Almighty, befcr; 
they bethink themſelves; and when they go, 
having long Accounts to be balanced, tis 
have reaſon to be very particular: But «M: + 
for others whoſe grand Bufinels and Con p 
cern it is, tho' in much Weakneſsand 1: jo; 


. ; k 1 Eh 70 

' rmity, to do the will of God, whenſcci MM 
1 3 „ 01 

they, thro' ſurprize in Adverfity, and er: r 


ſometimes taro' unfaithfulneſs, happen WM ;; 


| "yY . | ; 1,27 
fall or, wander out of the Way, they «iſ co, 
 1ramediately upon the. wrack; and it 1 1, 
Io expreſs it, in the very Belly of Hell; win 


Son of Righteouſneſs hides his Face in tt Cel 
Heayen of their Hearts, Storms, Whit lui 

ji Thungers and Lightnings overtake then fa 
fſuch Guilt and ſuch anguiſh of Soul, ther 


| 


W laying unto them, 0p of good comfort 


_ 6 
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no more bear, or defer it till a general Self- 


Examination, than a Man in danger of being 
durnt ia his Bed, would rcfolve to lye 


till his uſual time of - riſing 53 no, they 


immediately ſiy, lite Doves, ro tne Windows, 


1/4; 60. 8. and are like Doves of the I/allies, all 
of them mourniug every one for his Triquity, Exeł. 
7.16. till, by Faith,they can hear their Com- 
forter and Redeemer reviving them, 5 
10 
y Faith bath ſaved thee - 


ſins are forgiven thet, . 


to ſuch as theſe I humbly prone this tedi- 
r 


ous Method, may be ſo far from being conye- 
nient(in all it's Parts and Ciccumſtances that 
it may rather intangle ſome in a Spirit of 
Bondage and Scrupuloſity; but where the Spi- 
"it of the Lord is, there is Liberty, 2 Cor. 3. 17. 
aud in this Caſe every one muſt judge for 
himſelf. I conclude with a Saying of St. 
Chryſoſte m, that holy Man; The World is 4 
Sea, the Church a Ship, the Sail Repent ance, the 
Rudder the Croſs, the Pilot Chrift, and the Holy 
Goff the Winds. I would wiſh you therefore 
o bid this vain World adien, and to ſay 
with the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, God forbid 
that I ſhould rejoyce in any thing, ſave in the 
Croſs of Chriſt, whereby the Werld is crueiſied un- 
to me, and I unto the World, This Crucifixion 


will bring us to the Boſom of Abraham, the. 


Celeſtial Paradiſe, the Houſe of our Father, 
the New, Holy and Durable Jeruſalem. We 
ſhall then enter into our Maſter's" joy 5 we 


M3 Wall 
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1 90 ) 
ſhall have an Inheritance immortal and 
defled, which withereth not, reſerved in 
Heavens; we ſhall reft from our Labovrs, 
have Peace from our Enemies, and behold t 
Glory of God in Chriſt Jeſus; in which Pl. 
ſhall be ſuch and fo many Joys, as all the 
rithmaticians in the World are not able 
number; there ſhall be joy above us, for 
Viſion of God; about us, for the Viſion ot 
the Angels; beneath us, for the Viſions of 
the Heavens; and within ns, for the Viſion 
of Happineſs: There Salomon's Wiſdom 
ſhallibe reputed but Folly ; Abſalon?'s Beauty 
but Deformity ; Axzae!'s ſwiftneſs but flo. 
neſs; Samſor's ſtrength but weakneſs 3 A4 
thuſala's long Age, but Infancy ; and the 
Kingdom of Aguſtus Ca ſar but Beggary : 1: 
which happy Place, Reader, may the Gres 
God, thro* the boundleſs Mercies of J<ſi« 
'Chriſt, bring thee and me and all the Ele 


tte... A 


A Moraing Prayer in private. 


CY LOR Dy Ged,raiſe np my dull Senfer, and be 
| V# merciful to all thy Servants, Pitiful and Pati! 


ii that meekly come unto thee ; T dare not with i 
„Feu Phariſce juſt:fie my /elf,or ſay,T have not Sinned, 
lt of preſs into thy Preſence with Hope org onfidence th 


my 
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te we thy poor Creature, gracions and favourable ts ©! 
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#13 own Merits to be ſuved, but with the poor Publican, 
laying my Soul upon the work of Repent ance, and with 
wnferzned Sorrow, baſt ing my ſeiF down at the Foot-ſtoo] 
of thy Majeſty, I cry and fav, Ab, Lord, be merciful to 
mne A Sinner, Omy God, the Horn of my Salvation, my Re- 
age, my Stony Rock, and my Defence, in whom only I 
truſt, and te whom alone I flee for Succour; miſerable 
Mreteh that J am, how have I provoked thy Divine Ma- 
jefty, which of thy Commandments is there that I have 
not reputedly broken, or of thy, Mercies that I have not 
tbuſed; if Miſery be a Motive to Mercy, behold, here thou 
ſeeſt it before thee; I have moſt juſtly ſtirred up thy An- 
ger, and own in the. bitterneſs of my Soul, that I have 
deferved the utmaſt of thy Divine Vengeance; for to the 
ret T baſe added particularly () yet thou beareſt 
with me; ab Lord an Deep calleth to another, the depth 
of Msſery to the depth of Mercy; I f*el, O Lord, but it 
1s thy Spirit that gave me this feeling, that my Under 
Banding is derken'd aud all the Faculties of my Soul are 
deprived, «nd what to anſwer for my vile Ingratitude 
and Diſchedience I know not; I cannot hide my ſelf from 
Y Preſence nor abide it, if than my God ſhould'ſt enter 
into Fudgment, i whom then ſhal I fle for Succour, 
but to thee my Dear Redeemer * in the kumbleſt abaſe- 
ment, I will look, up to thee as unto the Brazen Serpent, 
if Trepent,] know thou wilt bear me, if I return thou 
art ready to embrace thy returning Prodigal; ſhall then 


ſuch Charms of Love and Infinite Condeſcention be by < 7 
e any longer refiged ? ah Lord, No, II defire from tbe 


bottom of my Soul to return, but my Faith it weak. 'O 
Father of Mercies and God of all Comfort, who haſt ſaid 
tou wouleſt not the Death of a Sinner ;/ peak Peges 


to my treubled Soul, and let me know and feel chat hu 
forgiveſt me; Opierce. my Fleſb with thy fear, that by 
ſcaring I may eſcape all Sin, and fer the ſake of thy Som 


Teſus, reſtore te ma the joy of thy Salvation, that by 


loving 
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leviny thee may taſte the Felicity which hou haſt 114. 
7 767 to bring to my Remembrance, O my God, ehe thing, 
I ſhould conceive of thee; and with what good HH 
may pleaſe thes, cover my Head in the Day of Battic ue. 
me not be of that Number whieh for a time believe, 
when Temptation cometh, go hack ; and itt of thy hf. 
eite Bounty beſtow on me the 1 9985 gift of Regen 
ration, that I may become thy Ch#1d; of * believe 
thy Premiſe; of O ledienot, ts do 55 ill; a Spirit, 
Prayer to ſeek thy Preſence; open my Eyes t6 ſee he 
Sins I ammoſ? given to, give me Grace to figh and groan 
under the Burdgn of them, and ſpiritual Underſtand: 
to diſcern and judge betwixt Good and Evil; and vn 
ſafe me thy holy Spirit, to be the Principle, of a 
Life, aud love in me, to infuſe into my Soul A i, - 
tural and habitual Grace, and ability to obey an, 
thee, that I may hereafter live as a ſworn νẽUẽeꝛ 
Love, and make thy ſelf preſent to #ny Mind, and le 

| Love and Fear rule in my Soul: In all theſe Places «xd 
ll. Companics where my Occaſions Shall lead me this Do} 
sand in all my Paſſage thro this rid, and my mani 
Concerns in it, ſuffer not my Heart to be too much fer 
upen it, or any thing in it, but always fix my Het. 
on the bleſſed Hope of gosd Things to come; and non 
i my God, I deſire my Soul may be always ready to be Uf 
edi to thee by what kind of Death thou ba 1 1 7 fo 
me; far ſure I am, there ean no cvil Death Gefai tr, 
; | - that live in Chrif, nor ſudden Death to a C briftsa:; 
l Pilgrim, who with Job, waits every Day for his CHa 
! Therefore,O my Soul,be e very Day ſhaking off thy Fete, 
aud mounting up from the Bed), that thou mayſt be 7+ 1 
t 729.70 thy waz, when the Bridegraom cometh ; but, O 
| God, Death is frightful, and the ſtreams of that Jod ; 
| . heiwen us and our Canaan run furiouſly ; but I knew 0 
I” aber [bell end fill when the Ark comes: O let m 4 
cher be call within the Vail, and faſtened on tbe Roc y 
Tl R F 9e le 
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Teſur; O let the end of the threefold Cord be Buckied 
20 the Heart, fo ſhould Igo thorough and exj oy that Celeſ- 
tial Life that is hid with Chriſt in God; for thou, O 
Chriſt, art my Redeemer, and I know that thou ha Re- 
deemed me; I Whoily depend upon thy Providence and 

Mercy from the very bottom of my Heart, ali bough 4 

por Sinner, yet by the Eye of Faith, I believe in, and 
look upin Chriſt my Saviour; yet @ little while and I 
truſt to ſee the End of my Hope, O let thy Mill be done 
aud nut mine, which is imperfett and depraved ; and as 

T pray unto thee, ſo I defirefram an unfeigned Heart, to 

Praife and to Bleſs thee, for the Mercies of the Night 

paſt; but above aud beyond all the Mercies, here in Feſus 
ga neraſe your Mercies and Deliverances)eogetber 
with me, Bl:{s thy whole Church, and fuifil all thy gra- 

cious Promiſes made to it; let not the Gates of Hell pre- 

vai againſt it, but pity ger Miſeries, and purg out of it 

all Herifies and Sehiſms, Deviſiens, Immortality and 

Prophaneneſs ; and cauſe thy Face to ſhine in thy Sanc- 

#1417), which thro it's crying Sins, is in danger to be de- 

folate ; aud for the furtherance of this great work, bleſs 
with true Piety and Real,our Biſpops and Paſters;bleſs 

allo thy Servant our Soveraign Lord the King, and all 

the Royal Family,” and all in Puvlich Authority under 
him, and all under thy afflicting Hand, in Bod) or Mind, 

! noſe known to me, or recommended to my Prayers, or 

ſpall this Dy be recommended to the Prayers of th 

Cbufeh; all which I beg in the Name, and for the ſale 

of Feſus Chriſt, {ayinz, Our Father, &c. 


An Evening Prayer in private. 
FN MP? Holy, Holy, Lord Cod; Heaven and Rareb 


are full of the Maj eſt) of thy Glory, thou art God i; 


of purer Eyes than to be hold the leajt Inzquity With the 
leaft Approbation thou chargeſt thine Angels with Folly; 


Fea, the Heavens are 


q \ TRE 4! 2 Sat. * * 
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94 ) | 
not pure 77 thy Sight, bow fh 


then ſo fu and_. impure 4 Mretch, dare to pe, 
before thee, or to t ale ſo Holy a Name into my 057 4 
aud Unballened Lips 2 but, O Lord, thei art God and 
not Man, thy Las are not 48 our ways,ner thy 1 . 0 ; 
as our thoughts, but as high as the Heavens are abe 
the Earth, ſo are thy Theughtsof Love and Peace hi: 


than our bote, and therefore relying onthy Merciss 


and gracious Promiſes: ] am hold, at this time, to prof rat? 
wy ſelf before ebe, bumbliC oafeſſius, chat I am c 


m Nature, having an inſt ability and averſenaſs io 


whith is good, and an aptitude and proneneſs fo all ee 
i: Evil; but I have corrupted myſe(f yet. much more 
many viciourCuſtoms and ſinful Habits ; I baus trangre/- 
ſed n Duty to thee my Neigbbcur, and my [ef follow. 


1 
* 9 
79 5 
1 


ed ta much the devices and defires of my on Wick- 
ed Heart, and not only mat obejeagout mam #197105 w 
fully booken thy Commandments, hic are Holy, Fus, 
and Good; and to my former Provecations I have aac: 
the Sins of tle Day paſt, of Onaiſjion and Commi//icr «7 
Thoughts, Words, and Aftions, particular ea i 
know not how often I have Offended; O cleanſe thou ms 
fem my ſecret Faults; and new, O Lord, fhoutaſt tha! t« 
extream to mark what I habt dent amis, I cu d n 
Fuſt ified 19 thy | fight nor be able ts nn wer thee for ite 
Sins of this Day; bu thru, O Ged, driighteft in Mere), 
and there is Forgiveneſs with ther, twat thou may}. te 
feared : O, Ibeſeech thee, let Repentance and Centriai 
prepare me for that Mercy of thine, and then be ti 
pleaſed to take away all mine Jniquiry, and to reeeiws 


mie graciouſly into thy favour z neither de I defire th. 


only for ih Pardon of my paſt Sins, but do maſt Lauf 
bly beg, for divine Power, that I may be able 10 ſul au 
them for the time te come, and get a compicat Victor? d. 
wer all the Temptations of the World, rhe Fleſb, aud #58 


| Deviſz a that ena, let trace, and Goodneſs and tense 


— Me rei-. 


Mercie. 
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ind bring into Obedience whatſoe ver exalterth it ſelf a- 
lainſt thy bleſſed WH, that at {aft Iman come to be ſucks 
it how would t have wo te he, even Holy in all manner 
of Converſation * Aud as I pray ante thee, ſo I deſire 
Lesiſe from an wafoigeerd Heart, #5 proſe and to bleſs 
ee for the Mercies of the Day paſt, here (enumerate 


thy Geode make me i haue rhe Righter regal it, 
% Hl my Soul, O my God with a ſence of thy Love, and 
y Tong ue with ſincere ac iE lg mentis, "oat 41 IT daily 
tei ve Bleſſings from thee, ſ I may daihh from an af. 
indie and deve? Heart offer up Thanks unto thee; 
1d Tet my whole Life and ali my Actions be the ver, 
[cation of my Praiſes : And now, I beſeech thes, O Lerd, 
reibe ine this Night into the Arms of thy Providence, 
ide me under the ſnadow of thy N ing, give thy Holy 
lngels charge over me, to pitch their Tents round about 
we. that no Evil happen unto me, n 6119 Plague comms 
izh unto my Dwelling but that I and all in ems Houſe 
y beſafe under thy gracious protetion,that lying down 


- 


x be the fatter to ſerve t hee, in ehe Duties of the enſuing 


; ana af I beg in the Name, and for the ſale of 


% Chriſt, my alone 8 4018#ur and Redeemer for whom 
Foul hath endleſs cauſe to bleſs and to praiſe thee, ts 

on with thy (elf and holy Spirit ef Grace, be Ly me 4ſ. 
bed, as is moſt due, and 48 thy Saints and Servants, 
hin Heavens und in Earth, al poſſible Praiſe, Might, 
e eſty and Dominion, Bor now and for Evermere, 
men. 5 


„nmay add id this tu laſt part of the Prayer for 


Morning, for the Whole State of the Church Our 
Father, &c. 9 28 . 
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Mercics yrevent and follow me all the Day: f Life, 0 


Wim) o Lord, the feeff of theſs deſerves my  heavty 
entering: let not che wniner ſalty and commenne(s | 


4 * z 8 >» 12 
| thy Fear, and being refreſÞ'd with moderate Reſt, I 


of 
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A Prayer for one that is troubled in Mind. 3:4 


in hi: bleſſed Goſpel... © Ged, thou haſt taught me 


me: Hide not, I heſcech hee h Face now from me, 


wbole Earth bs fu 


(90) - 


O LO RD, the Father of Mervies, andthe C 44 
all Comfort ; I acknowledge and adore thy eters: n' WMS, 


i ower, Viſdom and Goodneſs: 1 render thee * 71 of 01 


hearty thanks, for all the Benefits thou haſt beſtewed :» {#4 


me, from my firſt coming inte ibe World until this tire prof: 


Many, O Lord my God, are the wonderful Works w/c! char 
cou haſt done ; and thy Thoughts v ich are to h , 
they cannot be reckon d up in order unte thet; if Ie el 
declare and 4805 eſ them, they are more thay can e E. 
numbered; Above al, Ib eſi thee for that great demian- ſpof2 
ftration of thy Love and Goodwill toAankind by Ci Teal 
Jeſus, whom thou haſt ſent inis the World to fave hin 
mers; and fer bringing ms to the. clear know ſe dee of wo 
„% co thy uy PHD; dectved 


my youth up, and hitherto been marut louſiy gracias 


gut not thy Servant away in ai/pleaſure ; thou haſt be. 
my help, leave me nos, neither forſake me, O Ged of 144 
Salvation ; bit for Feſus Chrift bs: fake, I humbly (9 
treat thee te pardon and paſs by all my neglett . 
aud untbaulfulneſs to thee, and Offences againſt ther 
and as There ſincerely devote and acdicate m whole /-; 
Soul and Body to thy $ ervice,ſo help me, O my God, an 
urt her me in the performance of my Duty, by the C 
of thy holy Spirit. To theo allHearrs are open d. and tro 
thee no Secrets are hid; dea] with me according to 
cage Deſire and full Purpoſe of my Seul,ro confer: » 
{of im al things te thy bely . 
gettle in me an immoveable Faith in thy 27 
erciet, a conſtant Love and cheerful Affe din, 
Duty, and « readineſs of Heart ta obey thee, and te 
mit to thy wife Ap ointments in ever) Condition. 
of thy Mercies, that I way ric! 
eee r 


» 


1 
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N 
and be glad all my days : Compoſe my broken and di ſtu.- 
bed Thoughts ; quiet my troubled and Aiſerdered Spirit; 
and appeaſe all the 1 and tumults there, by a ſweet 
Senſe of thy moſt tender Mercies, which haus been ever 
of old, and endure continually; Brniſh from me all 
eatiſeleſs Fears and Fealouſies ;' deliver me from all un- 
profitable ſadneſs and dejoctiens of Spirit ; keep me frons 
charging thee Fooliſhly ; beſtow upon me a cheerful Spirit 


by an humble Hope in thee, and by referrivg my ſelf 


wholly to thee + Endue ie with ſuch dom and Up- 
riobtmeſs, that I may neither neglect my Duty, nor fuſ- 
pot? thy Gracious acceptance of me: Give me an bear 
Zeal th do the beſt that Tam able, and a ſettled Perſwaſton 
that thou require no more of me. Defend me, O my 
5 crogs God, from diſhonouring thee, and my Religion, 
by 14 thy Goodneſs, and calling thy loving Rind- 


neſs 7 in ron, towards theſe that are fincerely bent to 
pleaſe ther; remove all troubleſome Tmagindtions from 


ne, and give me a clear underſtanding of thee, and of 
ny ſelf; or, when I an in Darkneſs and confuſion of 
Thoughts, grant me ſo much Light and Fudament,as not 
to bonclude my ſelf forſaken bysbee, but 10 reflett apon 
thy long continued Favours to me, and many doliverances 
F we ; that ſo I may reſolve ſtill to hope in thee, to 


bear my preſent Trouble patiently,and to reſign! my will 


ibfalutely to thy good Pleaſure : And, good: Lord, enable 
me to look beyond theſe Elouds, to that Bleſſed State whe- 
ther my Saviour is gone in Whith there iñ m9 Darkneſs a. 
el; and in an humble Hope of coming to the ſame Place 
„hene he in; to content my elf with any condition whilſt 
T am here, {6 far remote from that Region of Light and 
Glory, Hear me, moſs loving and merciful Father, 1 
Wbt bumably beſperh tber; pity my great dulneſs and 


deadnieſs of Hoare: ſtrengthen my weak, and feeble En. 
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wrought in me ; perfect that which thou haſt begun;mo, Ml 
me te grow in Miſdom, Faith, Love, and willing Obs. an. 
dienes: Conduct me hereafter ſo evenly and ſteadily, * 
peaceably and quietly, fo cheerfully and ſincerely in thy Ml 
Hays, that I may gloriſie thee whilft Ilive, by ence; a. Ml /*"" 
ging others to accompany nie in thy Service, and when ©® 
conm to dio, may reſign my Soul unts thee, with as . 


diſturbed Mind, and in an holy Hope alſo of a Joyful N- 4 
ſurreftion of the Ded, at the preatNavof the Lord Jeu, 7? 


te whom be Glory and Dominion for ever, Amen. 
O Lord, 10 all the Graces and Favours ſhewed nie 1; 
along in life ; do nos remove ms hence, but withall 4. 
vantage for Eternity, when I am iu a due prepar ice: 
of Mind, a holy conflitution of Soul, a perfect renun:;. 
ation of all the Woilies and Vanities of this wiched an. 
finful World, when I ſhall be entirely reſigned 11} un 
to thee, and ſhall bave clear alls of Faith in Fei 
Chriſt ,bigh and reverential Thoughts of thee in my Mind 
enlarged and inflamed Aﬀetions towards thee ; and 
when I depart this life, whish ſhall be when thou dof «; 
point, for the iſſues of Life and death are inthy Hand 
afford me ſuch a migbiy Power and Preſence of thy h. 
Spirit that I may have a ſolid Conſolation in belitviag a. 
and avoid all Conſternation of Mind, all doubt fulseſ g 
and uncertainty concerning my Everlaſting Condition 
and a: length depart in the Faith of Ged s Ele, W 
Jeſus Chriſt myLord, Amen, 85 
Be reconciled to me, O my God, in the Blood of 1h 
dear Son Feſus Chrift, which was ſhed for the Jin, 
the whole Worid ; require not that Payment ag 
me poor Miſerable Creature, but for lar abundavs $:- 
ticfaction ſake forgive them all; and 2h I am kſs eb. 
the leaſt Grain of Duſs that lies upen the Balance, I 
with remorſe of Spirit, not only ſorrow but am aſhames 
and confounded within my ſelf, that I have jo ma, 


ways finned againſt ſo good aGod, ſo gracious 4 Fathi Worry 


but 1 beſeech thee, to Hot out all my Fins paſt, both nutte /. 
. + o F wo 1 2 f 42 7 and thine 


* 


. 

and old, and, for the time to comr,let thera be an everl aft. 
ing Covenant betwixt thy ſelf and my Soul, that thay 
ft be my God, and I may live and die thy Servant, 
ſeromp thee unanimouſly, conſtantly, fincerely, and de- 
vont y in every Centre of my Life O enable me $9 do ſ% 
for thy Mercies ſake. : 
Bur for the time to come, IcH thy Holy Angels ts 
witneſs, that I this Day ſacrifice my Jeif wholly to thee, 
refolving to break off frem all ſinful Courſes, and fully 
jurpoſing to Offend ghee willingly no more; but becanſe 
teu knoweſt my failings, and my weakme/* i: not hid 
frem thee,T beg of the, O my God\to ſhew thy Strength in 
my,weakneſs, and confirm my infirm Mind, in thiæ holy 
Reſolution, thas {0 at ver re penting of this Repentance, 
wor wavering in thoſe abſolute Purpoſes which I have 
no, y thy Grabe, ſo deliberately made, I may g on con- 
tant hy in 6 pure and holy Life, tothe end ef my days, 
I come to thy everlaſting Foys which thou baſt prey. 
red for them that love these, thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
„0 Lord, forſake me not bit forgive my ſins, and lay 
WY 2 more upon me than ] am able to bear, neither I uffer 
e frail Duft and Earth, for any Tryalis, ts fall from thee, 
Je give me à bleſſed I ue out of every Tryal; good Fa- 
ber, eorrect me not in thy Anger, neither chaſten me in 
V beauy diſpleaſure, leſt Iperiſbʒ let thy correctioss breed 
in me a brue fight ef all my Fint, a filial fear to offend thee ; 
fix td Ręſolut ion to love and ſerve thee; to this end,give 
me aſſurance of myjuſtificationgþ y Criſis Righteouſneſs, 
my Atonemewt with thee, and ſuch Peace of Canſcience 
er the Morld can neither give nor take from me, that 
a | Way love thee abgue all, and be truly thankful to thee 5 
5 Mr af thy Mercies Temporal and Eternal: Lord, fantti- 
ds Wife ine by thy good Spirit, and all my Ajjlictsons to me, 
61h Chriſt's Merits ; caſt out of my Soul all theſe Six anc 
„n Neorruptiens, for which thou fileſt me with bitterneſs, ler 
act ſum and hei ghtb of ul my Ambitien be only 80 be 
aul bine: Give me @ prudent and contrite Heat, iu every 
7 275 | | | 1 3 | 833 Et ae 
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Rfbate andCondition,n faith] al dependance upen thy good 


Providence in full aſſurance that theu, who haſt promi. 
fed, wilt never fail me, nor forſake me; that in e 


Aſliction I mas expect thy gracious Deliverance ; gi 
me patience and meekneſs of Spirit that T may, in #1» 
midf of all my Troubles, ind reſt to my Soul in thee for 
Feſus Sake. SR 1 

O Lord, increaſs thy Crace in me, and by it wenke» 
firſt, and then cut off my reſiſtance, that I may ſes an 
confeſs and forſake my Sins, and find Mercy and S 
vation in the Merits of thy Son, for in his Mord is » 
Full truſt, and in, and through him do I lift wp my $0: 
to ches, who art my only Hope, ſuffer me not to be revu- 
led by the Fooliſh but let my Hope; conSantly be in thee , 
that 1 may fill continue in thee, and be accepted of the 
thro the Merits of my dear Redeemer. 

O Lord, look upon me, bus not till thou haft mailed 111 
is to the Croſs of thy Son; and 1 have bid my ſelf in 
Words, and his Goeaneſs have buried tham in the Ol. 
von of bis Merq, that may melt me into true Gredien cn, 
that for the future, I may have a great Zeal for thy iis 
Honour that may be tome a San/tuary and fleck Re 
zn all Diſtreſs and Neceſſity; which Mercy I beg of the: 
for Feſus Ebrift his {ake. | 


Indue me, O my Ged, I beſcech thee, with an bun": 


Knowledgs,that may make mo perfectly wile to Salla 
on, that thy endleſs ſmeetneſs may rejcycs me, in iu. 
we in this preſent Hour with thy Favour and Grace © © 
let this thy great Goodneſs continue to me to the lafk Rae, 


ment of my life, fur Feſus ſake. 


O Lord, I beſeech thee, toſmeeten my Nature, and wilcil 


qualifie me to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentanes: 
and give me 4 diſcerning Spirit, to know thinss wort!) 
and excelent ; and with we, behold all ſuch us are. gric©- 
id or pur ple xed in Spirit thro the Guilt of Jin, or wenty:/: 
of Grace, Fraiſig of Nature, or malitious Devices of tle 
grand Enemy) ef Mankind; remove frem chew all Tre 


Lis 
£44 + w 


ANG 


el en nnn Nee e NN Nn. 


ad P * * e N nenn "oo 
Sel Tab , 


— iet 7 

andConfuſien of Spiris, and beſt om on them the 7 , 
Ralm sf thy Mercy, and give them 4 final Victory over all 
Tomptdtions, for Jeſus Chriſs s ſalte, that they may ſerve 
thee with à quiet Mind, :. Glory, and their Souls 
iapnartal comfort; gr ent them theſe Mereies, for thy 
eompaſjion fe H/. 


Abrayer for thoſe that mourn for theSins 
of this Nation; never bre neceſſary. 
Thou ho melef thoſe who worn for the Abomina. 
tion of the Linie take « mercifui Notice of me thy 
Servant, he bave tis day deſired to rumble my S ow! be 
fore thee, for the Abomination of the Temes are many, O 
Lord, and the more for mine, bot“ of Heart and Life: 
Lord ! forgive all that mourn for «ff 2:ding of thee, and 
[pare thoſe who grieve to ſee how then ant offended ; thou 
bat would ave faved Sodem, if but ten ſuch had been 
found in is; [ave all ſuch for thy mercies /ahe 3 ſave & ſins 
{ul Nation for their ſake, fave us all for Feſus ſake: the 
Wl Pie/ſing and Comfort of God be on me and mine, and all 
„ I bave or 0u9/4 to Pray for, even theſe ſinful Nati- 
5 eng, Fuum the hig heſt to the loweft 5 but more eſpecially 
"WH HH fucb fad aud ſorromful Souls with me, new and ever , 
Amen. 
Eternal G:d who feeft that I walk upen Snares, and it: 
rhe midſt of Enemics give me the Spirit of Fear, Humi- 
ity and Watch fuln-ſs, that I may walk circum/peiliy, 
bvaſſing the rime of my ſofurning here in Fear. Incom- 
Lai me with the whole Armour of Faith, that I may be | 
able to fight à god HH:to intth my courſe with Joy, | 


and te bac; Confracnce at the APPLArANCE of my Lord: 
genus Chriſt. amen, Amen, Bleſſed God. ö 
Ad nom, O ny God, what ſhould make me fs prodi- . 
Lai ventrous of my own ſafety a to neglect the frequens ; 
ef the Sacrament 2 have I not need frequently to ex | 
be amine my feif? are Me: hyGraces apt to wither and. de- i 
b, unleſs thus water 2d and refreſpededoth not my _ j 
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verſe with the World, and my communication with Fleſo 
and Blood, render it neceſſary fer me to renew my R 
ſolution againſt them as often as can? or ig there ng. 
a Holy delight in the excerciſe of all this that ſurpaſſes 
all the Pleaſures of a ſenſual Life? and 55 it not a 54 
crefice that my Lord and Saviour is bighiy pleaſed with, © 
and is it not reaſonable that I ſhould oblige him w 
died for me, with frequent acknowledgment of his I 
nite Love, evidenced in his Death Pardon me, O my 
God, that I have been ſo ungrateful to thee, ſo [enſele(; 
of my own welfare aud advantage for the time to come: 
I will delight in this Holy C ammunion, I will often: . 
up my ſelf a Sacriſice t thee, and profeſs my Faith in- 
Crucified Saviour, and there beg thy aſſiſt ance to cure 
all my Doubts and Fears, and to conduft me through t/- 
difficult Paths of this preſent Life; and, O my Ge 
accept thou of my Adareſſes and Praiſes, thro' thine iu. 
finite Mercies, and the Blood of Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer againſt wandring and unfixt 
| Thoughts. 

(} LC ORD, keep my Mind firm from rambling i» 
this my Retirement, and imprint boly Thing #1 

my Memory, and draw and tie my Heart to thee, O God, 
and fit me to be an Example of Good to the BVorld,, a 
zo this end, I beſcech thee, is inrich my Under{i andin; 
with an Eternal Treaſure of thy Divine Truth, that | 


. 


may know thy Hi, und not only know it, but by thy «/- 
fiſting Grace do it; and this ] beogof thee, fer e. 
Chriſt his fake 20 deny n not, 0 God, theſe ny hum 
ble Requeſts for thy own Compaſſion ſake. 

O Lord, endue my Soul with Grace, and make me wu 
thy to approach thee with Fear and Reverence that *11 
ma accept me; ſave and deliver me for thy Goode! 
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